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Numerical investigation of oscillatory fluid flow through a tesla microvalve
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ARTICLE INFORMATION ABSTRACT
Original Research Paper In the present research, the performance of a Tesla microvalve has been studied under the unsteady
Received 31 October 2017 three dimensional flow. The time averaged of diodicity is the main criteria for the evaluation of the
Accepted 11 December 2017 performance of the valve. By simulation and obtaining the velocity and pressure fields within

Available Online 05 J 2018 - - . . . L
vatiable Dniine & January microvalve, changes in operating parameters of valve including total pressure drop and diodicity

parameter in the range of various frequencies studied under sinusoidal excitation. The results showed

?ﬁ{,“f“;‘?i;ova,ve that the amount of diodicity in steady three dimensional with consideration of third dimension is lower

Diodicity with respect to steady two dimensional flow at entire of studied range of Reynolds numbers. Transient

Three-dimensional simulation effects on microvalve performance in three dimensional is also studied. It is observed that total pressure

Unsteady flow drop of unsteady case is greater than steady case at both of forward and backward directions. This
important result is in a qualitative agreement with simulation results of other researchers which are
obtained by two dimensional simulations. Investigation of effect of applied frequency on Tesla
microvalve performance at different Reynolds number is another part of this study. The results showed
that at the frequencies lower than 100Hz, the performance of the Tesla microvalve is independent of the
frequency, however at higher frequencies greater than 100HZ, its performance is improved by
increasing the frequency. Microvalve performance is improved and diodicity is increased by increasing
of Reynolds number at all frequencies.
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Fig. 1 The effect of difference between conjunction angles on the
creation of diodicity property [1]
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Fig. 2 The solution algorithm of unsteady flow in Tesla microvalve
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Fig. 11. The velocity vectors at the conjunctions at Re=426 and
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Fig. 13. Pressure contours at Re = 425 and f=1000Hz at different times:
a) t=0.002s, b) t=0.00225s, c) t=0.0025s, d)t=0.00275s
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Fig. 14 Streamlines at Re=425 and f=1000Hz at different times:
a) t=0.002s, b) t=0.00225s, c) t=0.0025s, and d) t= 0.00275s
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Table 1. Total pressure drop in both return directions and the one-way parameter for permanent and non-permanent simulations in different Reynolds
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