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Abstract:

It seems that the role of Islamic urban planning research, same as other scientific domains, is crit-
ical and strategic for its realization. Nonetheless, misunderstandings of urban planning’s view-
points from the religious knowledge’s statements are one of the challenges that not only can
toughen up the failure of Islamic urban planning in practice, but also can lead other researchers
toward a wrong direction. Given the mentioned threat, which is the research problem, the re-
search question is how it is possible to research about Islamic urban planning and at the same
time have the minimum errors and misunderstandings? With the aim to help for a more struc-
tured research about Islamic urban planning, and with descriptive-analytic methodology, this
paper develops a systematic structure for doing research about Islamic cities. It also evaluates
the understandings of seven selected articles about Islamic urban planning with the five criteria
which are elicited from the mentioned system. Besides, information and data for this research
are gathered through the content analysis, the case studies are selected by four criteria, and
the results analyzed with comparative method. The results demonstrate that the macro under-
standings of Islamic urban planning are not different form mentioned criteria and in most of the
cases are coordinated and consistent with each other. Meanwhile, it revealed that some misun-
derstandings such as the “unnecessary use of religious resources” or “no correlation between
used statements and understood viewpoints” have led to different conclusions. Such these mis-
understandings, have sometimes increased the difference between conclusions continually. The
results also show the use of the Holy Quran as the main source in understanding the urban
planning principles and less attention are made to other sources.

Keywords: Urban Planning Research, System of Religious Knowledge, Urban Planning Understandings.
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