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Prophets and Caliphs: The Foundations of Umayyad Governance in the Bible
Uri Rubin
Nasim Hassani

Abstract: Islam’s concern with the "past," the central role it assigns itself in the history of the world, and the
patterns it adopts from the Bible to document its own history are well-known aspects. This article aims to
provide a detailed and precise examination of a specific aspect of Islam's perception of the past, namely the
past as a source of legitimacy for authority. This topic has been discussed previously but only within the
broader context of other instruments of legitimacy in Islam. Here, we will focus particularly on the Umayyad
dynasty's use of the past to legitimize their rule.

Keywords: Umayyad governance, Bible, legitimacy.

5l ol (Glanz 5 dllis o2l
Uri Rubin, “Prophets and Caliphs: The Biblical Foundations of the Umayyad Authority”, Method and
Theory in the Study of Islamic Origins, Brill, 2003.]
rl 0l &yl oSS ol 5 s ol Al A5

"Genesis and Regeneration", in The Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, Jerusalem, 2000.
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1. For example, Franz Rosenthal, "The Influence of the Biblical Tradition on Muslim Historiography", in
Bernard Lewis et al., eds., Historians of the Middle East (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1962), 35-
45; and Aziz al-Azmeh, "Chronophagous Discourse: a Study of Clerico-Legal Appropriation of the
World in an Islamic tradition," in Frank E. Reynolds and David Tracy, eds., Religion and Practical
Reason: New Essays in the Comparative Philosophy of Religions (Albany, State University of New
York Press, 1994), 163-208.
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Manuela Marin and Mercedes Garda-Arenal (Madrid: Agencia Espanola de Cooperaci6n

Internacional, 1994), 231-73.
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1. Book of Jubilees, English version in R.H. Charles, ed., The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old
Testament Vol. I1: Pseudepigrapha (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1913).

2. Book of Jubilees 7:38-39 in Charles, The Apocrypha. See also Uri Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors in
the Early Shi‘a Tradition,” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 1 (1979): 56.
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1. The Secrets of Enoch, 33:9, in Charles, The Apocrypha. Compare, Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,”
58 n. 103a.

2. The Secrets of Enoch, 47:2, in Charles, The Apocrypha.

3. The Secrets of Enoch, 35:2, in Charles, The Apocrypha.

4.1 Enoch, 82:1.
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1. Compare Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,” 57-58.

2. Compare Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,” 57 n. 101 (from Tarikh Baghdad).

3. For example, “abari, Tarikh, 1:139; 1:139-40.

4. See Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,” 58 n. 109; Franz Rosenthal, trans., The History of al-Tabari
Volume I: General Introduction and From the Creation to the Flood (Albany: State University of New
York Press, 1989), 317 n. 903.
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1. Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,” 41-65. See also Etan Kohlberg, “Some Shi7 Views on the
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3. Patricia Crone and Martin Hinds, God’s Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990), 26-28. Full translation is provided in 118f.
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To continue, God ... chose Islam as His own religion and made it the religion of the
chosen ones of His creation. Then He selected messengers from among angels and
men, and He sent them with it and enjoined it upon them. So there was between
them and the nations which passed away and the generations which vanished,
generation upon generation [events of the type described in the Qur'an, but they
continued to?] call to 'that which is better and guide to a straight path. Ultimatelythe
grace of God [as manifested] in His prophethood reached Muhammad W
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2. Crone and Hinds, God’s Caliph, 118-119.
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1. Crone and Hinds, God’s Caliph, 118-119 n. 3.
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1. Crone and Hinds, God'’s Caliph, 31.
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3. See also E.W. Lane, An Arabic-English Lexicon, edited by Stanley Lane-Poole (London: Williams and

Norgate, 1863-93), s.v. ‘ud.
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7. Uri Rubin, Between Bible and Qur’an: the Children of Israel and the Islamic Self-Image (Princeton,
The Darwin Press, 1999), 224.
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Compare Crone and Hinds, God’s Caliph, 31 n. 38
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Compare Crone and Hinds, God'’s Caliph, 54;
Peng S ¢l Al jpats 550l (Sl 05 o el QUL b 05 s g 4 5 lenlis
1Sl e ol Gy 5 ol 5 Olecdan (3l Sy (2 V VOV /BVOANY?
See Crone and Hinds, God’s Caliph, 81 with n. 146.
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Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,” 50.
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