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The Structure and Function of Ragham
and Malfoofeh-Ragham in the Qajar era

Alireza Niknezhad' | Akbar Sharifzadeh’

Abstract:

Purpose: This paper introduces two types of historical documents of the Qajarid period, namely
"figure" and "composition of number" and explains the value of both for the study of the era.

Method and Research Design: Findings are based on the examination of archival records sup-
ported by consulting library source.

Findings and Conclusions: Ragham[decree] was an official document issued in provinces only
by the ruling prince to be exercised in his territory. Malfoofeh-Ragham|[enfolded decree] was an
unofficial Ragham issued by a prince or governor expressing their reproach or making recom-
mendations, suggestions, or sending gifts. Raghams are sources of valuable information about

administrative structure as well as politics of Qajarid era.
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English translation of references

Documents

Arsiv-e Majmue-ye Asnad-e Baxs-e Xatti va Moavenat-e Asnad-e Sazman-e Asnad va
Ketabxane-ye Melli-ye Iran (Sakma) (The National Library and Archives of Iran),
document numbers:
175; 179; 210; 211; 240 — 14991; 295 — 451; 296 - 3641; 296 - 11718; 296 — 18679;
296 — 193460. [Persian|

Argiv-e Moassese-ye Motaleat-e Tarix-e Moaser-e Iran (Motma) (Institute for Iranian

Contemporary Historical Studies) (IICHS): 5819; 5822. [Persian]

Books
Amoli, Shams Al-Din Mohammad Ibn Mahmoud. (1389/2010). “Nafayes-ol-fonun
fi arayes-el-‘oyun” (Traditional medicine: Fromearly works to 20th century) (3

vols.). Tehran: Eslamiyeh. [Persian]
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Astarabadi, Mirza Mahdi Khan. (1383/2004). “Gozide-ee as monsa’at...” (A selec-
tion of essays...). Edited by Nasrollah Bayat. Tehran: Vezarat-e Omur-e Xarejeh
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs). [Persian]

Dehkhoda, Ali- Akbar. (1377/1999). “Loqat-name-yeDeh-xoda” (DehkhodaDic-
tionary). Tehran: Moassese-ye Cap va Entesarat-e Danesgah-e Tehran (Univer-
sity of Tehran Press) (UTP). [Persian]

Ghaem Maghami, Jahangir. (1394/2015). “Moqaddame-ee bar Senaxt-e asnad-etarixi”
(Recognition of historical documents) (2nd ed.). Tehran: Anjoman’eAsér—e Melli
(Society for the Appreciation of Cultural Worksand Dignitaries). [Persian]

Jafarian, Rasoul. (1388/2009). “Monsa’at-e Soleymani” (Soleimani compositions).
Compiled by the ofthe secretariat of Shah Soleyman Safavis court. Tehran:
Ketabxaneh, Muzeh, va Markaz-e Asnad-e Ketdbxane-ye Majles-e Sord-ye
Eslami (Library, Museum and Document Center of parliament). [Persian]

Maluf Al-Yasuee, Luis. (1927). “Al-Monjed” (Al-Monjed Arabic Dictionary). Beirut:
Katholikia. [Persian]

Mirza Rafi'a, Mohammad Rafi’ Ibn Hasan. (1385/2006). “Dastur-ol-Moluk” (Dastur
al-Muluk). Edited by Mohammad Esmaeel Marchinkovski. Translated by Ali
Kordabadi. Tehran: Markaz-e Asnad va Tarix-e Diplomasi (Document center
and diplomatic history). [Persian]

Moeen, Mohammad. (1391/2012). “Farhang-e Farsi” (Moin Encyclopedic Diction-
ary) (27th ed.). Tehran: Moassese-ye Entesarat-e Amir Kabir. [Persian]

Mostowfi, Abdullah. (1386/2007). “Sarh-e zendegini-ye man” (The story of my life)
(3 vols.). Tehran: Hermes. [Persian]

Nader Mirza. (1360). “Tarix va joqrafi-ye Dar-os-Saltane-ye Tabriz” (History and
geography of the royal palace of Tabriz). Tehran: Eqbal. [Persian]

Nafisi, Ali Akbar. (1343/1964). “Farhang-e Nafisi” (Nafisi Persian language dictionary)
(vol. 5). Tehran: Xayyam. [Persian]

Sadeghi, Abbas Gholi; & Sadeghi, Behrouz. (1394/2015). “Mokatebat-e daxeli va
xareji-ye ahd-e Mozaffar-ed-Din Mirza Vali’ahd” (Internal and external cor-

respondences of Muzaffar al-Din Mirza, Crown Prince). Tehran: Nasr-e Tarix-e
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Iran. [Persian]

Salour, Hossein Gholi Mirza. (1389/2010). “Dafter-e sabt-e ahkamat-e Hazrat-e Vala
Sahzadeh ‘Emad-os-Saltaneh dar hokumat-e $aqaqi va bolukat-e salas” (Of-
fice for the registration of the decrees of His Highness Prince Emad al-Saltanah
in the Shaqaqi government and the three blocs). Edited by Bahman Bayani &

Saeed Pira. Tehran: Nasr-e Tarix-e Iran. [Persian]

Articles

Niknejad, Alireza; Nouraee, Morteza; & Dehghannejad, Morteza. (1393/2014). “Senaxt
va barresi-ye malfufe-ye farman dar dowre-ye Qajar” (Malfoofeh-Farman in the
Ghajarid era). Fasl-name-ye Ganjine-ye Asnad, 24(4), series no. 96, pp. 66-83.

[Persian]
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