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Rural Ecotourism Capabilities in Mazandaran
(Classification-Preservation &Development)

Abstract: Rural Tourism is considered as one the means
of reducing migration of villagers to the cities, providing
social comfort for the villagers etc. Because rural tourism
involves village areas, it often includes sport activities
such as slope walking and mountaineering i.e. activities
that require special study and proper planning in exploita-
tion of natural resources and possibilities. It is a known
fact that so far, in the districts of Mazandaran, little prop-
er study has been made with the object of recognizing
local possibilities aimed at expansion of rural tourism as
part of district management. Therefore the present study
was undertaken with the object of arriving at an analytical
classification and hierarchical graduation of Mazandran
districts, in respect of their suitability for fruitful rural
touristic activities, as part of provincial management. The
methods adopted in this research are applied — analytic
GIS — AHP supported by networks of data. The results of
findings are that the districts of Amol, Babol, Nour, and
Tonekabon, because of their suitability for rural slope
walking, districts of Nour, Amol, Sari, and Nowshahr,
because of their suitability for rural mountaineering and
finally districts of Nour, Amol, Tonekabon and Chaloose
because of their suitability for rural mountaineering eco-
tourism have all distinct positions, In other words,
amongst the mentioned districts Nour and Amol, because
of their suitability for all the three rural ecotourism have
excellent positions ,whereas, on the contrary, the district
of Jouybar and Babolsar and in the second order
Galoogah and Mahmud — Abad exhibit the least attraction
for rural ecotourism and mountaineering. Finally based
on finding in this proposal, have been offered
Keywords: Rural Ecotourism, data
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