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The Role of Culture and the Effect of Social
Transformations on Rural Houses

Abstract: The appearance of villages of Iran has been
changed very rapidly in the recent decades in such a way
that sociologists are seeking a response for the quality of
such changes and also the related cultural damages. Among
them some are proponents of protection of villages tradi-
tional feature without any change and the other group
deems such transformations inevitable and as the result of
urbanism and increase of immigration from villages to
cities. In this article it has been tried to challenge the cultur-
al factors of such transformations and to take a look on the
necessity of operation optimization. The subject matters of
this article have been collected on the basis of library stud-
ies and field observations about more than 90 villages at
plain, mount and mountainous at Guilan province and ana-
lyzed with causal research method. For the same reason,
first culture has been defined and its relation with architec-
ture was investigated and the importance of study of archi-
tecture as one of the symbols of social culture and specifi-
cations were mentioned. Then the necessity of change in
rural societies and therefore relative transformation of vil-
lages' residential architecture in relation to cultural changes
was propounded. This research was performed with the aim
of stress on the necessity of change in architectural tech-
niques in relation to villagers' current life needs and men-
tioned the importance of the effect of cultural needs on rural
house pattern.

Key words: Culture- Social changes- Village building-
Village development- Guilan.
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