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The Role Of Aristocratic Families In Mongol - llkhanid Armenia
(Case Study: Mexargrceli Lords)

Javad Abbasi? Maryam Mohammadi*

Abstract

Atthe time of Mongol invasions South Caucasia Was under the rule of lords who were dependant
to Bagratid kingdom from Georgia. One of these lords' family was Mexargrclis which ruled over
the most part of Armenia. So on the eve of Mongole invasion they inevitably considered as
Mongols' side and consequently Mongol dominant over Armenia was affected by the situation
of Mexargrceli family. Afterward there was a reciprocal relation between the Mongol - llkhanid
policy about Armenia and the developments related to Mexargrceli family. Present Article is
going to clear and analyse relation between Mexargrceli and Mongols, clearing the role of local
aristocratic families in regional developments. The main finding is that Mongols used these
subject rulers for their regional policies and also control of Bagratid kingdom.

Keywords: Mexargreeli Lords, Bagratid kingdom, Mongols, llkhanids, Armenia, Political

Relationship.
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5. Robert Gregory Bedrosian, The Turco - Mongol invations and the Lord of Armenia in the 13-14th
centuries, New Yourk: Columbia University, 1979, p.. 159 - 160; Vahan Kurkjian, M, A, History of Armenia,
General Benevolent Union of America, no date, p. 311 - 316.

6. Bedrosian, The Turco - Mongol invations and the Lord of Armenia in the 13-14th centuries, p. 163.

7. Matthew of Edessa, Patmut’iwn Matt'eosi Urhhayec’'woy (Jerusalem: miminii 1869), p. 447;
Robert Gregory Bedrosian, “Armenia during the Seljuk and Mongol Periods,” The Armenian People from
Ancient to Modern Times, Vol.1, ed: Richard G. Hovannisian (New York: Palgrave Macmillan,1997), p.
253.
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10. Ganjakeci Kirakos, patmutiwn Hayoc [History of Armenia], ed: K. A, Melik O hanjanyan, (Erevan:
wlwbnil, 1961), p. 126.
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18. Virahayoc.
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- 164; Long, David. Marshal.Tthe Georgians (London: Thames & Hupson, 1966), p.198.
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21. Bjni.

22. Gegharkunik.
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25. Parhisos.

26. Bedrosian, The Turco - Mongol invations and the Lord of Armenia in the 13-14th centuries, p.
166.

27. Kiwrikean.
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29. Bedrosian, The Turco - Mongol invations and the Lord of Armenia in the 13-14th centuries, p.
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30. Orbeli, L.A, h, “h'Asan Dzhalalkniaz khachenskii,” izvestiia imp (st Petersburg, 1909), p. 86 - 92;
Bedrosian, The Turco - Mongol invations and the Lord of Armenia in the 13-14th centuries, p. 166.
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of History by Vardapet Vardan Arewelc’i], (Venice: Mechitarist Press, 1862), p.84 - 85; Grigor Aknerci,
“History of the nation of the archers (The Mongols),” the Armenian text edited with an English translat
by Robert. P. Blake & R. N. Fruye, Harvard Tournal of Asiatic studies, No 3 -4 (1949), p. 271-273; Cyril
Toumanff, The Cambridge medieval history, Vol. IV (Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1966), p. 626.
33. Kirakos, p. 204 - 206; Bedrosian, The Turco - Mongol invations and the Lord of Armenia in the
13-14th centuries, p. 257; Jacques De morgan, The history of the Armeian people from the remotest times

to the present day, translated by: Ernest, F. Barry, (Boston: Hairenik assoc, no date), p.279.
34. Kirakos, p. 204 - 206.
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