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Historical Etymology of the Word “Ostan” (Province) in Iran

Hasan Bastani Rad?

Abstract

The word “province” and division of province has an ancient background in Iran and this
background has caused its related words and concepts to be various and widespread:
Satrap (Xasathrapavan), Kust, Ostan (Province), Valayat, Mamlekat (mamleke), Balad
and other toponymical terminology. Research about the types, meaning and diversity of
these words is essential in order to understand fully the process of province changes in
Iran. Therefore, the main question of this research is to find out what words with what
kinds of backgrounds have been used to mean «Ostan (province)». The number of these
words and their usages illustrates the fact that by the means of historical etymology of
the word “province”, we can interpret the role of the administrative history of Iran and the
major factors in utilizing the administrative terminology on a large scale. This research is
a descriptive study of the etymological issues in history.

Keywords: Satrap (XaSathrapavan), Kust, Ostan (Province), Valayat, Mamlekat (mamleke),

division of Province, Country division, Historical Etymology.

WYWA/EIVA 55l o) WWRA/Y/Y 1l s g )l Lsigg e oSl Fo )b 0g)S Lokl )
2. Assistant Professor, Department of History Shahid Beheshti University (Shahid Beheshti University,
G.C.,) Email: h-bastanirad@sbu.ac.ir


www.SID.ir

Ol g5 | ¥

dodio
e cilizee (slao g ){o‘)e.‘ P pllas (ganaiwd )3 55iS g Ll (yped i)
(solidofly WSl pasuie boyi (oLl jsa 5 (Sim b o elol oolaidl (o)l - (b
&bl g sloinl Ol (gl yy a5 a2 o s ()bl (gLl i 5 20U o pbgls Su,b
Cedpuad® €liug ) €03 /433 o S € osb o> Tglite wlsMawlgylssly L
5 lgen Lol Tl o wlw)b g €Y 9 Koyl €S gudd Kediy AP K pg i eoyoS»
2938 6yl wlai 3 (2K 539 padie plIST 2 ()] 5 (Sl (aldlyie 835
Cusld

) 35288 31y (6 el ialien 5 2o glncngSn ,0l8 5081 2Liel> o138
a8 i 8w 90 U (yloj o 5100 )8" mues cnly CogSe S ot 5 o 3,5 5 LanciosSs
526 ol 2,505 5 s (glo s a8 B 13 0590l g Six ol 51 S5 slo iy
023138 o 51y sl 39,8 9 513 ol ol izl awlow Ll ) Jitae Sl
ol

OUis & a5 ab e Jold |y (lplow) Glmnl ¥ TS5 (o915 8593 ke o5 (il
oo U bbb 8)93 )3 ()8 inST0yS (o 3 1) U 31 Bleo U (659 ol (ol (5Ll
Ty g Bl Lo 4529 g Slplws 9 8y Gy 5 plediolin 1559, 55 1S 83950
5o a5 0590 5 4l By CU3L oMl 5y50 j0 il (5, delial i o5 js 4ol oyl
Sopaiog] doliald dodde 2 ((e5Me V1) (6308 p)laz ()8 > ALy fowlodgy (Ul e8>
oS )2 b 580l s il 808 o 39) b il (590l g 5l jatil b 4501 oy
0l oo ol |y dilynde B olS g lyd )6 D1 U gmmn (o o ) yiilS g 4l 3 5
g w1y 09 Bl T 00l candar b B odgs oyl 3 bl oS dn g5 390 0,50

b lidojlgy ol (Sl (s iunl 03,57 (cw) |y e g g 9 03 (Sl (lidofly ;o5 Alio 93 53 0,155 ¥
Ceglpl 53 Lug) 503 (Zu)b wlidojlgy o) (Sl s VA BF (o (WA Gliws)) VY o)lasd i pd €eyll ) o
SO M o WAV i) 03/D oo o) oyladd s g oSl by - (ale doliliad o )0/ fu )b
4. A. Sh. Shahbazi, “On the Xwaday-namag,” (Papers in Honour of Prof. Ehsan Yarshater), Acta Iranica,
No. 30 (Leiden, 1990), p. 215.
tol) Sasl UL lie g 393,00 madlpl (g8 & Nz o g8 dae dlis Cony Cdolinld nya3 dediod 0
XA o OYYY diwopl (g ,lS


www.SID.ir

¥/ gl g9 Olieal (A, gealicio g

Blol a5l 390 o2 Jloj ded ) L7 Lege )l g slSols 0,208 ol JWilpl gy ol
€9 113087 oz g (deo) dwsgd o il oD IS i) ] doliy 5 &iS & a8 LSS5l 590
Al 0 SlojBygd S 5> a5 (3 VYF) (U] (8l )b 5l g 9 (5508 i ()8 1 (e
el Sl epder Sl oan Sl gz (sotn slacangS o ol bl Bt 905 sl U
JTolimiie po (b ygesilils ) ST 3 ST (bl B sl w8 JT o lslagane )l
Se55 SacuwsSs |l 9 j9opn Ssho 0,551 Sslo (gl Solo LS Sl gl
Doy A i (500

S8 sty g Jolse b g (L15 Jelse g Laalyid 51 o oS (3,0 10,05 39)8 31,5
olgos il atly 5 g 58 9 (gin il b s 13 BLS9S 53 0l Ll 292 (2B
S o CogSo b gy 3 9 50 b (bl 5 (wliw (K 8 ¢ (sloin ] galaBl A a5
b calie > g uil anily 5V o0 saste Jolge jlupslia cusly o olpl y bzl g,
by 2958 5 5148 b bl Couonl b oy dbcwsSs  awlus )18 5 S g Cusbgo

Y5 bapliwl (oldle 5 (el (538 (oobail (ol i )i 03
el 5 oo s dad )3 (5l Alygy Sl (lhsS Vaano Lol 135, o ayos |, L 5sSUsS
S 2,y gy opl el lalegan bl )d (o)l s g BaGS )Ly &S 39 o odal e
b > sl g Caslalygin (ol g olusl 2 5 o8 e 3 polas slaisS Sl )
ol 04 oo pbo] oo ygd dor )d diliie Luya ol ye

b glie dsd (b > o Sl pl bl (gijye pogad ) wae &S
8L 0,8 w5 Qb ol )6 (sloo 93 5l S 2 )3 |y b liol (385 550 Glg5 03
Sl gl ) 53 Wl )l (o5 3905 Jlae g anlod olisl 2 ity (55
odlaidl gl 2o )b liuasd 3 039 ¢ Su )l Oladsd )3 0)g el g ALE dg3g 0)lg0n ol

2l 35 ol (goles

S b 2 5 48 6 1y disime el 5 ) €Sl sori s olagn S 6 s B s oSSy 5
) lal8 590 0 > mlie yidn )0 9 (85UsS (slaoyed o aSl ciiily oMl 590 (slaciosSs ylie ;0 1y gpald oy Sod S
S (S ol ol ol el 5l ol 08 255 ignd sl o3 g oSl olyse
555 ol s VY o Az SFY Lo Az YAPA o S TEWY o g OV ublul :o) ) Lasl gl 5 pelles
Olpl &b (LS slaoygd glie

Y oo VYAS )y oKl 1)l r5) (g0 8 plare den 5 g iubeS & UKL s doliy STV


www.SID.ir

ol ol /Y

OWlwlw 2,93 5 i Gl ! (G biml 52 el
3 (Pl slooysd (n RS ) Ay WS 4 o(ysSUsS slaidn 4 y5iS 950l (clbppnds
ST Lol bl Al 0398 5l pud 3 o5 g wao (slallune olg0m 1yl (slno,glassl 45 aSL
Sy sloog,S (st 5 el oo g di el (s (65 S I g o8 Silea S
5 oo o)1 (655 IS L gy il B yeS oy (oo (bS] claaSiiiag el
Olgie 4 (§)5S Olorads 28)5 6l ol o 2yl 39,5 b 48 isej ) ygliag 58
3 Ak gl anglsl s 4B )5 )l 4 SUsS (slaise o)l pllss 55 o5, ek
ol = )bl bl eloinl g (o008 - (Kb saadlo (bl la Shg ile alos
Oliw! CIB > jauiS” diapllas 5)l0] j3 WM (glgyald da Lol .l 039 (s3baiBl sladio; 4

DS OE sy 2)90 Ol b Sgm > Ol

il | gl | g

oy LS lo g s dlo o 555Lg ) cyibig 5T sl Lol dilaie duws s ysojpow ] ¢ I3 (S
Si9e] e b y9dS (G giB porde 9 35 1 3|y 65 S oS 9yell (pl den i oo
g pl b luialen 593 3 sl (bt s 6 pllss )3 e (halline 41 ()98 oS
"L Cotie il jorede sl p 4y sy (slooyg0 13 o (il / (e nis)

ol g (me il @nl 5 (0)95) )95 ) pho Oloe 19328 (s1es5> 97008 (135 aenlll 41 39 x5 digad sl A
2 Olnl 5py 5 by oo oaisls (slacKia amis )3 gzl (38 del Wy @l R3S (ol 2 bles sl 2l b
MEY d_LM)ﬁJ b sloyglaml (ly90 (o

Oy 45 g Lo jaeSs (6598 Slawedl | 510595 (LMl 93005 53 pgr 9 530 cnl 4 bl 399 51 i o5 Sl o
B9 0> 55y CengS it SIS o g A om0yl oMl 93 (laoygS g ndnad @S> ) wre ot 325k ]
wljiome Chug (ol3l) Ll g (Js353) oyl cas 8 39, D157 55 Shle (aedsy) b ) dg Sl alo e (i 09
AN Lo IV (IR 185 38 e 1 l08) P ke 5 )b

10. Dahyu/ Dahuo/ Dainhu

5 ez dacuSil )y @bl (sl €o 38 50 L) sl (.3 5 5I) 59l (Ll 39, 5 Jgbl) g5 )yl disla )Y
o 355 o lS” el e louogdlS” (yg (158l (om0 bS] 092 s pls S m) S g (5 10 )l gyl
I 0) 5US S ey eolo gl adgisSles o 1 4is,S (el Woole 550 698 5 (6,1o] Elaguads 53 g WalSs dasgls
XV ZYTY o (IYOV by


www.SID.ir

O/ oyl 5 liesl A, caliutioly

) ol 5 e ol 3l g Gl e 9 Sim b )3 sl Sl s g3 g 83l
o293 Al ye 93 )3 €2 Bjly .cwlaidly 3,)l8" Ll (lns > S (gbiwgl 5 oLl
3 glise & ye 93 45 a9 00 003 (03] 5 () 10 Al )3 (55:55) 5 5 (03 =" )
Slowndd g ol 0308 Slodgd dxels ¢ Slpl 1S gt jd md o Hlis |y ot gyl pllas
o (53) 325 3 (055 e55) il ) 03 ke ol 55 50 et o 5
P (sline 53 e 503 jl g 1y )9S = o = 03 (510 dbdis lojlows S5 S jl S5
355 o M 1y g g (slims iy ((03) (ol (0] )3 d2800 L T (slalid
(Slins 3 oS i) ino by &1, €0 (515, ol ) S 03 b iz, Ls
ol aeles 5l SO Ysslaadly € lusl )8 (gamd) dahyu jl sdelys g 50iS <oy Lol
Wy 0L5) € LS |y 565 & sl kit S 5> (Hiolsin ol 5, 5
49 B pc0 NS 4 o (6y9—itS a3 1, €oB3lg Lol dod (line g, ol 5l g Widsali o0
(Slino &2 5203 (2 = AL, - 5S) TS g (1988) "), (slmolly ol )3 e
43 9 e )9S (Sline g Conl 48 IS 45508 (ine 0 5988 Lyl 3.8 ) @ > ol
o5 dndiiiSins 5 ctiolen ol WS g 5 J10S (55,5 85l s jl s oy
()b yid =lac] 5lo) JBL s les] cuwd 5 a8 wlools i) (oo olis=) gumd mlois |,
T55)S oo 0 0l | (ngamd) Loyl

12.Vis
VY VD o €l g gy 5 83 (Su)b cwlidiojle? wly Sliwl 1SS wodly (ol o 03 (glime 8Ly yidio umlf] Gy WY

14. Naman
15. Zantu

pole olStmgy 1 lias) Ssine (siioe dan 5 il aliinls 5,50 13 )y 5 g g o B9 it S 55, NF
AF 50 Lo (VFVE o Sinh clllao g L]

Y o(IWAB (5 35 30)38) (Bl s 9 oloisee (e do 5 ok deols ot 0] WY

G2 0 i oy lrimen )3 W 9 WY o (Jluole (alitiall 5)90 0 L) 5 g 5 o @39 (s S VA
oli» b « yno s ols» s 03 [ 9u0 &S iy (sline wll o Lol Cawl 03y 58" 4y 1) €y Vg oli» &jle €guad lid»
Slaplesd slins 3 (RS gt 5> diged Cygo b gad Cuwl 03)5 den 5 €Yy clyad (e 4y ]y demd D95 (glas €5
MV o o pmi) dali)lS ) sl S

19. Karsvar
20. Xasathra

IV o (WWOF oyl yes olKisly 1ol o) U (elacuslbol gl gy wudl pl YN

NV Lol g s g Culo xS gy S VY


www.SID.ir

ol gl /7

5 i) OIS o> 55 Wlo AL 503 5 (gt Adid S 3 )3 s>
(Clyle) 23 ¥V BYY (g0 o] luitalin (stogSo 9 )ell wae sl 350 9 sl S
P lngumd lgic cow widg 48,5 )5 U gyl lojlow ;5 g 00 s b gl yloj b g lodgy
S o ol 6 9o 5 o0y
ol By kel il sls |y gl ooyl 45758 )55 o)l )3 Gt Cny [ o]
o3 355 glsly gl (ool 38,5 1,3 gl ol 33 (LS 5 505 (e Wi S
293 pIs81 31 (oims 9 315 58 Wl cul 53 1) yglomo plgBl g 3,8 e Sl iy |, LT 90,8
0,8 ity ol S (Soy dtzidly €58 (o o plodl (g5l 10 &S s>
Olmdialn 893 jlosilajly (sladidgs oLl oS 3)l5 &9 5750 4S5 (] gy
lr T sl el | 5y93lal> 8315 (Sloj @y eVl 853 (5% 5 il (o lsk
5 Coliialoy o « lalioli» (slaoly Vgono el atbip \ay o] 0 CwgSs 5 Lol
(Lol (sl ols B3l L olyen (oMl )95 13 (5508 waety )8 5 e lald 5 Ll 89>
5 €ed_wg o Slloo? e Sloo? Keipmoj )P Qe ! oo v €opp il g claojly 50
oy Sl ol dom 53 g i3y IS 4 daLSs CangSe (slian 53 (e il sl €op9utSY

ool 4l 3 pgrlot] anee 10 ¢yl 895 55 Ll s Sass 39,8 5 31,8 8,0, LIS alST (ol ¥Y
g e olSily img - ale doliliad oyl gyl CelaacsS 1 AT L S benls Bygd > cdielie slac sl

S 4 S |, lagns (Dpe)dtian o3 dntiSin 3 g (7 4 ) gt DBIF) (gt &is St 15 Jogyls V¥
9 S Sy plojlo 1 0ls) (e e dex 5 sdoliofly sgpte b ygted) pliwk (cuyl (S S by S e 0L
5523 VA 5l 2o 137903,8 ouniigutd 1> & 1y S (Ds€) o8 duis i )3 YV ¥FA o ¥-Y o (WWAY (g, K53,5
ol lgglo,slo,d Bpks (o il 1S5 o ol g s S 5m VY J iy i > il B i
ol 035 3l U 0S5, 88 5,13 305 yontdo bS5 AY A —AY Y Lo {V¥0D «(jlys5) sl olKutils £}l yu) ol
145) posin S €358 o ol (o) SV i g o g o G55 B i 1 oS ol G338 e b oS
S Lol (55 93 YV (o sl s (VAAV poiie QLS (g2l 101 305) (o5 (poddie QLS (yooil o 5 (il g 5 (3
NEZYY Lo €yl )0 i (Sub awlidojley oy il oSS i (BT (ol il aid, IS 4y €anion 33lg wtdo

oy Slp omomed OA o (WAY (las oKl 1)l ye8) la (old dan g ¥z cadpe gyl .gdyn VO
Gl el pass 155 ol 000l s 4y pletioliin (sladiii Sa 5 2ol 53 b 03,5 ol Loas s 48] 5 g3 (sladS
VD VES VA AV WY o Vg (VY b5 20)585) shonows 50 S 3 ofpokiSe] b iy jl) ylosiiolion (s ol
RPN o eole gl acBgis s VDAY SVFOY Lo Yz 15 a5l ByLys IS alST gl e e A AVE

26. Imperator / Impair

56 Al oyl ol gl lgorlas 890 31 g5 & 5 S0 ) 4 Vg 51 (B sl ST o llals 515 YV

Bl Casges €yua ) ol 5l iy 8y 8 4


www.SID.ir

VGl ge Olied (A, gealidiolg

Ygaso dancpl b ol 0392yt (oo (ol pla) (Sl 950l iz 1 )5S (615,65
b€yl 831y ¢ Slnl oo Glolidill slaiogsy g wlie iy g 18] slayimng )
gyodd 53,05 > 4 Lol casbanily o))l (oylol pllas cdlos b tans gaBly (sline ) 4SSl
Sojg 4 Slaiald IS 395 00 oS &S W0 4 Gl 3 0103 )18 SlacaogSs (olidl e
VA.MLy 430)‘.) )Ja.»
355 69 Slagadl oleanly gy 5 e o8 hosgis ol o), S ngsy
g ool ol €ogbesisy S golille sl oM o) o] Siaplipge GO
ol plor &S Sloside pl p 56 (Sl luiiebe (gheuS Slowwds (gly €O o>
Moyl B bile go (o0le s o Ty gbdwlis» B5lg ol gl € ylo i iy (4 S
oy (Sline ) Waojly (ol Sl g it (G545 (Slae S gbe iSOl sl
onizned g Lawgl 3 (i) cutd Tl o omalii il oS g cdgd ¢yl e ¢yl
¢ 8 )b poed ‘«.')1 ONS xo yd Lol o s poro &y il )b 4 odilojly gladi iy
4 yrid gy (Vo 83,8) Sty 33 3pS o 1031y (it g 0ld gline &S iy (B
o9 ) UL 5> 58S gag il ool (635] Sl3gls y9uiS g S 9uiS b joud e

ObS gyl Jlecunl € oyl eal s o (Stme ol S 903 9 (o)1) (gl S ] (L) (itlalis CangS 5w jl s g5
Wbls Cuolio s (gl 353 3 1yg5els 5508 glime (ST o lpl D CoosSs £95 (gly K595l el Mol 543)l8 395 0
Herodotus, The history of Herodotus, trans: D. Grene (Chicago and London: 1987), book lll, 83.
YY¥ Lo ookl YA
30. XSacapavan
38 LBglgSo VY o IV (K 3ol 10l p08) Wiy dgnme doz i ] (Fliwl e gl ) 2o, T
olilola g Lyl )50, 50 ol (ol s LSglsSi .y ful ool a8y 0 83lg 51 ol )0 <Lyl 5l 83lg &S Cowl diine
TYA o WYYV ((Kinyd g ale 1) Loy dilcslic das
IR o blwgoSy XY
33. XSacara / XaSathra

DAY o S XF
35. XSacapavan

37. Vahu XSathra

2 0nd b (00)8 )3 g el o b ()l 3o g (LIS (ine 2o Lhgl (ltls ()l )3 oS sl 031> sy 35 399150 FA

AN 5BV o OV ¢35 oS5 10)185) (90,8 oyt sS4 i35 sl G155 Spmnets €g5cs0 S 4y (e B0l sl


www.SID.ir

Ol 2ot [ A

Tl 4y )5 4 S )9S pagde 4 (FY9 O) Sla) Ly g (S

b opiiol gl o Juol 8uSTe ol ay €oliol b yu8 Lo S» slixe jd Ol
) )5 4 olyls plxe b 137 S lm e Mol (pizman oo EIB] € posSSl i sh
5 B aSolol g BU (il sl .8l glg) 4 'sho 8,95 5l 5t (U gl (] L
w8 9 23 (6yg10S Wb (S ol (55550 b 3 5 g il il el (sm
)b sl )3 il oo izman 3l 25 I s il Sioke BLS D5 4
Sire Sz 3 ol Ko 4 iugs ldlw ol 5 o) Blge B 03,8 Byt
Mgy (B leSied (lisgd L

)bl 6 & s Ol il p (udld 3935 il il YABYD ¢ LSl w 340 »
Jolse Lﬁr‘”) ol ol & (Sl o g (S b iednl (53 )3 055" Jole LJ)‘“)
31 e (698 Sl 13 5y Aluabas () (65 JSBAS ] 31 9 05 o o (S g
(csiolsen 893 (st (slmolSian) Loslil 2g: o jod (S )5k 25 5 ()b slaoly (2585
Lo Blken S5 5 core G35 ()b 5 (Ssk higd (e - )] g (n TS 5S Glgie 4
il S b g 50 Olsis 4 5k egetil il o colSsho 89 50 Toa gl cusd 4
1345 b Gk 59 5,500 al8hle 1 53 1y (655 se sl (5T ml) Ll sl oS il
e olyle o )0 Ao ol il B ol s ;S0 8 )bl 4y cuily eSS (sla o
@ pggsh g b R pasd g )bl 5 (el jgel 4 US> Sbgy plgis v
o5 31 s i ok 8139 13 85 ol ine (sS) 35 o Sy o 350
Cunly) Sy gla e € Sgade 3l Sl g (e bl il I 655 cuaie colo S

pplpl (B8 by N o (WWOF (ol ies oKl 1 e3) 295555 el pl (5,15 (fcuisy; (sloodg po)lablS YA
1SS g Cnl )3 b (gline )by IS u’_h:l.ﬂ Gy AD o (IVOF )]0 ol&uiily 1 )] 145) (90,8 plyns (oS 4 30l 0
YO LY Lo «eplpl jo sod (Fu,b awlidojler ol Sliwl
40. Hyparkhos
42. Eparxia
Stathmot) _als (cleolSu] &lg )3 Lsbuol ¥+ o (WO calo 1)) 185) 559UiS 12,8 doz 5. Ll pup S FY
Joo (1S 53 5 ()bl Pl & (51655 & 45 A0 Jolid |y luttolsen 593 ol =515 pe (slaosle > (basileioi
VYV =VEV (o Nz by 2008 o ol 1y il Gy g 2zl byl (g0 o JB 9
44, Strategos
45. Econom


www.SID.ir

4/ ool oliced Al pligioly

Ml el € 3o e VY & Gl Sl 893 53 7038 e

e 4 ol 2 45 Sl 3gmy (555 0 i s n il e (iile (S 99
O 5 dm By slapmi i 5 m ol 4 ohS i (S35 2 4 gl 5ty
S ol dilate a3l L)L 593 45 o)l g S50 1™ el sl iSwap s S b
d[mw;ﬁd)igb 9 chsumhi’:bli adhis ‘(u;).e(ﬂuu 50 UJA;) Ob)f%& dlm)e(u’b adlaio» A_.wuﬁ
(930 =LS po «)b) 5k oaliiald (3 10 (gl po) o 5 (] alisle; po 33) JEL wuodos
09,0 » b alasl iS5 el 365 ol —wlow (sladles g oy puiled ddlaie ya
dgoj ¢ )b ymac (bb 3 pllyw &S ol i) o lad (s )b) o)k oyl gyl
Sl gl ] s ol aliels 8 s

P PVF] WEREN E-N POepe o)
ol ) 8 yo (o y8) Sl o9l 3 € limgh b Cpliogh Sl 52iie il 831y
s g (sl Lol 5 ofly plicmal (8,513 5 bl =t &y ) il
(82955 Slogadi | (i) popde & Lire (e )3 5 V039 (S0 g b (gime &y lisly
SlopMasl wfly (ol b glued ©.08l cuie 53,8 (lilule 390 ;3 «(atill) o]

b oS 1 ool ol € 553l LUle soyl 5 oleza! b slasled isSe) gugysSesS esYy X5
MY o (OYAY S el s olies) adgil s don 3 bl lus] (1beS &y cped Cuond Yo lilwlo gy il

AVO o (wisSd FY

L5 a8 ] oMol 80> o (gillel i Dlto & ol 5l wre STye cpl (38 @8lg 0 Ve o oLl wasgSLs FA
il Bl Y g 5558 1o g Lo e 4 € puaed ) o | gl jlas o8 g 5090 s 4 1y ) ol oSl oo o
S olbliw b ks as (b yliwl) WYL pre 3100 XY Y0 (o €yl 33 s (Sl (awlidiojley oly Sl « S5l
& e Masl oyl 30,8 51 48,3 s i) )3 € L) el 83lg axmsly 5,5 « bl ol Llte 4 aSl kel oo Hless @
oS5 el by 798 bawg il ] slagliw o A, 5,0, The Provincial Capitals of Irancg.
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surviving Middle Persian text on geography, Encyclopaedia Iranica: http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/
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