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Abstract

Background: Skin cancer is the most common malignancy in the world. Thus, the aim of this study was to
determine the incidence trend of skin cancer in Isfahan Province, Iran.

Methods: The present cross-sectional study was conducted using data registered during 2004-2008 in the Disease
Management Center and Cancer Registry System of the Ministry of Health and Medical Education. The trend of skin
cancer incidence in both sexes was analyzed using the Cochran—Mantel-Haenszel test.

Findings: Age-standardized incidence among men and women was 28.4 and 18.3 per 100,000 in 2004 and 30.8 and
18.9 per 100,000 in 2008, respectively. Relative incidence of skin cancer was 1.08 and 1.03 in the year 2008
compared to 2004 in men and women, respectively. During the study period, the highest specific incidence rate was
observed in the age group of 84-80 years in both men and women. Results of the Cochran—Mantel-Haenszel test
revealed that the incidence trend during 2004-2008 among men (P = 0.065) and women (P = 0.49) was not
statistically significant.

Conclusion: Although the trend of skin cancer incidence in Isfahan Province was not significant, the rate increased
over the years and it was nearly two fold in men compared with women. As a result, it seems necessary to train at
risk individuals to use protective equipment against the sun's ultra violet rays and further research is needed on its
risk factors.
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