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Abstract

Background:Dust storms are meteorological phenomenwna
common which are in arid and semi-arid regions. Exposure to dust
storms which transport industrial particles and microorganisms
could exacerbate or induce skin disorders. Khuzestan province and
Ahvaz city are particularly the regions that confronted with dust
storms. The present study aimed to.compare skin symptoms in
periods of blowing dust storms with-normal conditions.

Methods: Data were recorded on demographic characteristics and
skin symptoms of patients referred to Imam Khomeini Hospital
skin clinic and four private clinics were recorded. Data were
obtained during the periods of normal conditions and dust storms
and analyzed by computerized program SPSS version 19.

Results: a total of 857 patients were evaluated. Four hundred and
fifty for dust storm period and 407 were assessed in normal
condition. Considering age and sex there was no significant
difference between two groups. Skin itching and eczema were
significantly different between two groups (p<0,001).
Conclusion:-As this study demonstrated increase in skin itching
during dust storms, probably there is a direct relationship between
dust storms and induction or exacerbation of skin disorders.

Key words: dust, skin symptoms, skin disorders.
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