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Abstract

Introduction: Spirituality as one dimensions of humans has an important role in health.
Identification of spiritual intelligence and spiritual care, especially in nursing students as future
health providers, is very important. Thus, this study aimed at determining the relationship between
spiritual intelligence and competences in providing spiritual care in nursing students.

Methods: This descriptive-correlational study was conducted on 185 undergraduate nursing
students selected through the census method. Data were collected using a personal demographic
information form, Spiritual Intelligence Questionnaire, and the competencies in providing spiritual
care scale. Validity and reliability with internal consistency were assessed. Data were analyzed
using descriptive and analytical statistics using the SPSS-16 software.

Results: Spiritual intelligence and competencies in providing spiritual care had a positive and
significant relationship (r = 0.23, P = 0.001). Mean scores of spiritual intelligence was 116.18 +
15.19 and mean scores of competencies in providing spiritual care was 90.9+18.53. Students
interested in nursing had a positive spiritual intelligence and competencies in providing spiritual
care (P < 0.05). Educational semester had a negative correlational with competencies in providing
spiritual care (r = -0.28, P < 0.05).

Conclusions: According to the results, spiritual intelligence, humanity and spiritual capacities in
nursing students as a powerful source can provide a better professional future in holistic care. This
spiritual capacity in nurses could be applied for providing spiritual care for patients.
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