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Background and aims: Since the nurses are as the most important members respondent to
team crisis, they must be able to have the necessary qualification and capability in a team
frame for group work when they faced with crisis. This study was done to evaluate the
capability of nurses when facing with crisis.

Methods: In this descriptive analytical study, 35 nurses who had the experiences of presence
and providing care in a disaster situation were enrolled by purposefully sampling. The data were
collected through in-depth unstructured interviews and analyzed using a conventional content
analysis approach.

Results: The results, introduced knowledge of duties and organizational hierarchy and
maintenance of unity of command in two category of capability in work for crisis group.
“Obedience from commander”, “avoidance of doing in parallel”’, and “coordination and
cooperation with leader, relief forces, and other team members” were of the extracted
competences in this study, which were highly important for teamwork in crisis

Conclusion: The analysis of participants’ viewpoints indicates that the nurses need to be
completely familiar with their and other team members’ limitations and duties, to know
managerial hierarchy, and to be able to maintain unity of commanding. Therefore, nurses’ in-
service training to be prepared for response to crisis should address this dimension, as well.

Keywords: Disaster nursing, team work, competences, response phase.
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