Research in Curriculum Planning
Vol 11. No 15 (continus 42)
Autumn 2014, Pages 12-23

The Comparative study of Three Current
Views on Critical Thinking and their
educational implication: based on the

Richard Paul, Robert Ennis and Bertrand

Russell’ s point of view

Fatemeh vojdani, Sayyed Mahdi Sajjadi

"Ph.D in philosophy of education, Tarbiat Modares University,
Tehran, Iran

Associate professor, Department of educational sciences, Tarbiat

Modares University, Tehran, Iran
Abstract

Critical thinking is an important part of
education and should be considered in all
parts of curriculum in all levels. The essence
and the nature of critical thinking, its chief
principals and its reinforcing plans are what
going to be studied in this essay, using a
descriptive-analytical and
method. The results show that these three

comparative

approaches toward critical thinking are not in
the same way, especially Russell’s viewpoint
which is more different. Specifically, critical
thinking has been discussed by Paul and
Ennis, and both have purposed exact plans
for its practicality and integrating it to the
educational curriculum. Their approach, also,
have a lot in ‘eommon with psychological
approach, too.  But Russell’s viewpoint is of
theoretical and  philosophical one. He
explained and justified critical thinking from
a humanistic viewpoint. Regardless of these
differences, applying critical thinking both in
believes and actions of the teachers is the vary
point with which they are, all, agreed. They
believe that these points not only should be
thought but also should be put into practice.
Keywords: Critical Thinking, Richard Paul,
Bertrand Russell, Robert Ennis
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