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Abstract

In this study, effects of paraffin addition and pressing conditions on properties and surface roughness
of medium density fiberboard have been studied. Variables including paraffin content at 0, land 2
percent, press temperature at 170° and 180° C and pressing time of 4 and 5 minutes were investigated.
Modulus of rupture (MOR), modulus of elasticity (MOE), shear strength, surface roughness, water
absorption and thickness swelling after 2 and 24 hours soaking in water were measured. The results
indicated that paraffin addition had no significant effect on MOR, MOE, shear strength & surface
roughness in MDF panels. In case of physical properties, adding paraffin generally caused decreasing
water absorption and thickness swelling. Press temperature had significant influence on water
absorption of MDF but no significant effect on other properties. Increasing press time resulted in a
decrease in water absorption of MDF but it had no significant influence on other properties.

Key words: Medium Density Fiberboard, Paraffin wax, Press Temperature, Press Time, Physical
Properties, Mechanical Properties and Surface roughness.
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