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Abstract

Grass carp is grown along other cyprinids in earthen ponds. A'part of common carp pellet may be consumed
by grass carp in a polyculture system. The present study aimed to assess the effect of pellet on growth
parameters, i.e. mortality and morphology of gastro-intestinal tract of grass carp. The experiment was conducted
by the use of grass carp with an initial body weight of 1.17 £ 0.036 g (mean+SD). Two experimental diets were
used: the pellet and grass diets. Fish were randomly allocated to six tanks and each tank received 40 fish. Each
diet treatment had three replicates. Fish were fed two times per day (mooring and afternoon) at satiation level.

Feeding by pellet improved some of the growth parameters such as final weight. growth and specific growth rate
(P <0.05) compared with the grass diet. There was a reduction in mortality rate of the specimens fed the pellet
diet. The fish fed on the grass diet had a ratio.of the intestine weight to the fish weight higher than that of the
fish fed on the pellet diet (P <0.05). Pellet diet increased in body fat content of grass carp (P < 0.05). In

conclusion, the grass carp was able to.use pellet diet although the diet caused a change in gastro- intestinal tract
and body composition compared with the grass diet.
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