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The study on food behavior of Hilsa shad (Tenualosa ilisha) in the coastal waters of
Persian Gulf (Bushehr province)

M. Nasri-Tajanl, A. Keyvanl, M. Soltanil, T. Vali-Nasab” and Gh.H. Vosoghi1

*Email: Nasri Mehrdad@yahoo.com

Abstract

Hilsa shad, Tenuolosa ilisha, belongs to Clupeidae family and Alosinae subfamily is an euryhaline
pelagic and anadromous species living in marine and freshwater. Regarding to studies on feeding diet
of this species, these study was carried out in the Northern Persian Gulf within Bushehr province
waters during years 2006-07. A total of 344 specimens were collected and transported to the
laboratory for further different biological measurements consist of: reproduction (GSI, fecundity,
maturity stages), and feeding (stomach contents, food preference). For food regimes, the most
abundant phytoplankton food belongs to Bacillariophyta (83.74%) and.zooplanktons of Arthropoda
(51%). The mean RLG was measured about 1.5340.22 and.the mean feeding intensity was about
51.79+38.13. Also, the age of studied fishes showed that they have 2 to 4 years and most of the
samples had 2+ years.

Keywords: Persian Gulf (Bushehr province); Feeding diet; Hilsa shad (Tenuolosa ilisha)



