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Tell me, Muse, the story of that resourceful man who was driven

to wander far and wide after he had sacked the holy citadel of troy. He
saw the cities of many people and the learnt their ways... Tell us this

story, goddess daughter of Zeus, beginning at whatever point you will.
(Homer,1991:3)

1. invication
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O Muses! O high genius! Now vouchsafe
Your aid. O mind! That all I saw hast kept

Safe in a written record, here thy worth
And eminent endowments come to proof.

(Dante,1991: 9)
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Benign Apollo! This last labour aid;
And make me such a vessel of thy worth,
As thy own laurel claims, of me beloved.
Thus far hath one of steep Parnassus brows
Sufficed me; henceforth, there is need of both
For my remaining enterprise. Do thou
Enter into my bosom, and there breathe
So, as when Marsyas by thy hand was dragg’d
Forth from his limbs, unsheathed. O power divine!
If thou to me of thine impart so much,
That of that happy realm the shadow’d form
Traced in my thoughts I may set forth to view. (Dante,1991:285)
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"Of Man’s first disobedience and the frui

Of that forbidden tree whose mortal taste
Brought death into the World, and all our woe,
With loss of Eden, till one greater Man

Restore us, and regain the blissful Seat,

Sing, Heavenly Muse, that, on the secret top

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire

That Shepherd who first taught the chosen seed
In the beginning how the heavens and eart

Rose out of Chaos: or, if Sion hill

Delight thee more, and Siloa’s brook that flowed
Fast by the oracle of God, I thence

Invoke thy aid to my adventrous song,

That with no middle flight intends to soar

Above the Aonian mount,while it oursues
Things unattempted yet in prose or thyme.

And chiefly Thou, O Spirit, that dost prefer
Before all temples the upright heart and pure,
Instruct me, for Thou know’st; Thou from the first
Wast present, and, with mighty wings outspread,

1. John Milton 2. Paradise Lost
3. iadventurous song 4. things unattempted yet in prose or rime
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Dove-like sat’st brooding on the vast Abyss,

And mad’st it pregnant: what in me is dark

[Nlumine, what is low raise and support;

That, to the highth of this great argument,

I may assert Entral Providence,

And justify the ways of God to men.

Say first...

(Milton,1909:88)
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1. Hesiod 2. Theogony
3. Melete 4. Mnéme
5. Aoide 6. Calliope
7. Clio 8. Erato
9. Euterpe 10. Melpomene
11. Polyhymnia 12. Terpsichore
13. Thalia 14. Urania
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