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Fire detection using video sequences in urban
out-door environment
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“Manager of Information and Communication Technology Unit of Yazd Gas Company, Yazd, Iran

Abstract

Nowadays automated early warning systems are essential in human life. One of these systems is fire detection
which plays an important rolc in survcillance and sccurity systems because the fire can spread quickly and
cause great damage to an area. Traditional fire detection methods usually are based on smoke and
temperature detectors (sensors). These methods cannot work properly in large space and out-door
environments. They have high false alarm rates, and to cover the entire area, many smoke or temperature
firc dctectors are required, that is cxpensive. Duc to the rapid developments in CCTV (Closed Circuit
Television) surveillance system in recent years and video processing techniques, there is a big trend to replace
conventional fire detection techniques with computer vision-based systems. This new technology can provide
more reliable information and can be more cost-effective. The main objective of fire detection systems is high
detection accuracy, low error rate and reasonable time detect. The video fire detection technology uses CCD
cameras to capture images of the observed scene, which provides abundant and intuitive information for fire
detection using image processing algorithms.

This paper presents an efficient fire detection system which detects fire areas by analyzing the videos that
are acquired by surveillance cameras in urban out-door environment, especially in storage of Yazd Gas
Company.

Proposed method uses color, spatial and temporal information that makes a good distinction between the fire
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and objects which are similar to the fire. The purpose is achieved using multi- filter. The first filter separates
red color arca as a primary fire candidate. The sccond filter operates based on the difference between fire
candidate arcas in the scquence of frames. In the last filter, variation of red channcl in the candidate arca is
computed and comparcd with the threshold which is updating continuously. In the experiments, the
performance of these filters are evaluated separately. The proposed final system is a combination of all filters.
Experimental results show that the precision of the final proposed system in urban out-door environment is
100%, and our technique achieves the average detection rate of 87.35% which outperforms other base

methods.

Keywords: Fire Detection, Video Sequences, Image Processing, Detection Time
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(Tablc-1): The results of the three approaches on videos that contain flame
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(Table-3): The results of the three approaches on vidcos without flame
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(Table-6): Comparison of detection time in videos contain firce
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(Figurc-7): Output of the proposed mcthod on multiple frames without flame
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(Table-7): Information of all video that were used
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