Archive of SID.ir

o2d adudd aslila g o )
VAW L pane N F ¥ Bl 5l «(FY oLy) Uil o)lad cpgo simey Sl v
PER (>a)
o

10.30497/prr.2024.244439.1828
s e Ob 5 Sl 5 65,55 6 S\ Jiagay Ol dslie

v o .
S (B
VECY/ AV E 1 E VECY/OY/0Y rel,s

AW

sl (ol 03,5 b 1y O ¢ lsBIST olas 5 pukd (St Ol LU s 8 Ola
olad ol 4 9, 0wl sl 5 5l 05 Gllas 5;3&:« L dglas os e Oley
Ljéb));@.w Lﬁﬂ\uw?}&\abﬁ)&\ b de\.,\é-.sjz-j ;5€-H LQLA;';-\ QLAJ.’ Oledloe
035 &)l G &t 3l osline A (Ldme 5 owen Fls 4 5 (63 g, 3Bl
&13‘))3)7- LSJ;"; J.SJ\J.} ol3 tj‘).]é.'))b J.ALJ@ )lﬁY\J}S \) .ﬁ)‘.l} G209 48 RG]
03,8 a5 il i b O ol 5 ) Glssl Gy &0 520 (535w 2] L LEL LIS
5 OlsVhe) Wl Tas & oLl a5 pde 5 & (gl GLissl (535 s oS L3 oo
5 0o Olg Jule «Sals I s Lol el Bag (Shhs) @osrs 4 O sl clis
oy bobds ol il Oludl ax g (6 0S G s 5 sl Wplis 55 I slas
sdeoys (@) Sl Ol s Sl 5 (655w LT Alis s (o o s
L&wdo‘ﬁ@ é&fjj}}&ﬁ)} 5 gld- ols “}f’..'gwu-;:“:’bf\ LJT-" ol
3355 sheld w el ol Lol b

PYSTIRWLs

é&»j‘"wﬂ; ‘)\j}\[b}; c)j; céb))).e..w ‘g@‘HLSLC‘}‘ ‘&f)a;u

(kazem.hani1394@gmail.com) .ol o <03l g5 ( SLbld asdle ol&ils cands (g 285w pal j20l5 .\

VWY

Archive of SID.ir


https://doi.org/10.30497/prr.2024.244439.1828
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4619-1183

Archive of SID.ir

Philosophy of Religion Research @0@ @ @ & ﬁ
Vol. 22, No. 1, (Serial 43), Spring & Summer 2024, pp. 177-198 7
Research Paper 12

(-2 4)
g 10.30497/prr.2024.244439.1828

A Comparison between Suhrawardi and
Schellenberg on Divine Hiddenness

Kazem Hani!
© The Author(s) 2024. Submitted: 2023.04.22 Accepted: 2023.12.05

Abstract

One of the new and famous arguments in denying the existence of God is
the Divine hiddenness argument. Based on this argument that was first
proposed by John Schellenberg, a contemporary Canadian philosopher,
God’s hiddenness is in conflict with his attribute of perfectly loving.
Considering this conflict, defenders of the hiddenness argument have
denied the existence of God. By adopting a new approach to the issues of
being and knowledge, Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi (1154-1191) has
presented a different point of view. Suhrawardi calls God the Light of all
lights. In his opinion, God’s essence is nothing but his light, and light is
that which is manifest (Zahir). Therefore, it is necessary that God’s
essence be also manifest. Of course, Suhrawardi also has paid attention
to the issue of divine hiddenness and its relationship with the human
soul. In Suhrawardi's view, divine hiddenness is due to man's lack of
attention to the origin of the universe (i.e. the Light of all lights) and his
neglect of his own existential (luminous) aspect. Nevertheless, in
Schellenberg's view, God itself is the cause of divine hiddenness, and
man has less responsibility. While comparing the viewpoints of
Suhrawardi and Schellenberg on divine hiddenness, this article, using a
descriptive-analytical method, tries to explain how God’s essence can be
hidden while it is manifest, but this hiddenness should not return to his
essence.
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