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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Most nations and countries around the world do not have a homogeneous
population composition and are characterized by ethnic diversity and plurality. Ethnic
identity is considered one of the intermediate identities in the modern era, positioned
above individual identity and below national identity. As such, this identity shares com-
mon elements with national identity, such as culture, history, location, language, race,
religion, and more. Ethnicity is a complex issue in various countries, and those with
social and ethnic diversity experience numerous challenges. Iran, too, is a multi-ethnic
society that includes different cultural, linguistic, and religious groups. In such societies,
the paramount importance lies in fostering and strengthening national cohesion while
preserving the diversity and variety seen across different ethnic groups.

Methods: To examine these two elements, this study adopts a quantitative approach us-
ing survey analysis. The statistical population comprises 299 Turkmen and 127 Sistani
people residing in various cities in Golestan Province. Both ethnic groups were drawn
from nine clans, and the questionnaires were distributed in proportion to their popula-
tion. The data were analyzed at two levels: descriptive and inferential. At the descrip-
tive level, frequency distribution and averages were used, and at the inferential level,
Pearson’s correlation coefficient and the T-test were applied. Additionally, theories of
modernization, relative deprivation, and identity categorization were employed as the
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theoretical framework.
Results and Discussion: The data reveal similarities and differences between the Turk-
men and Sistani people of Golestan Province concerning dimensions of ethnic identity
and national identity. In other words, while ethnic tendencies among these two groups
are not particularly strong, they are above average. However, in comparison, the statis-
tics indicate that the level of attachment to both national and ethnic identities among the
Turkmen of Golestan is above average. Moreover, a significant difference is observed
between ethnic and national identity tendencies, with the average inclination toward eth-
nic identity being higher than that toward national identity among the Turkmen. Regard-
ing the Sistani people, the statistics similarly show that the level of attachment to both
national and ethnic identities is above average. However, in comparison, a significant
difference exists between the two, with the average inclination toward national identity
being higher than that toward ethnic identity among the Sistani people. Overall, the
findings point to a relative lack of knowledge regarding historical dimensions among
these groups, highlighting an educational gap in relevant fields. Furthermore, structural
limitations in the representation and reevaluation of identity, alongside the dominance of
mainstream culture, have led to a sense of indifference and negligence among the ethnic
groups, especially smaller ones, in preserving and presenting their own ethnic history,
which in part stems from ethnic isolation.

Conclusion: In light of cognitive, emotional, and value-based elements, there is a need
for ethnic reevaluation among these groups to preserve ethnic diversity. On the other
hand, social deprivation and gaps viewed through ethnic lenses could spark ethnic con-
flicts and tensions. Addressing this issue through equitable provision of social rights
can not only serve as a barrier against feelings of discrimination, dissatisfaction, and the
resulting ethnic tensions, but also strengthen ethnic harmony and cohesion within the
broader Iranian society.
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