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Table 1. Calculation equations of germination trasts.
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N= number of seeds sown (in present study: 25 seeds), n= the total number of germinated seeds
dunng the germination test, m= the number of germinated seeds on determined interval {in present
study-every day), ty the total number of days for test (in present study: 40 days), Mcg—= maximum
cumulative percent germination, ti= the number of days after staring germination, SL= shoot length,
RL~=root length, GPsi: germination percent in each drought stress level, GPso: germination percent in
D bar stress.
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Table 2. Analysis of vanance of the effect of pretreatment by SA on germination indices in P
eldarica seed under drought stress.
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Figur 1. Interaction between pretreatment and
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Abstract

Background and objectives: The purpose of this study was the effect of seed
pretreatment salicylic acid on germination traits of Pinus eldarica Medw. Seed
under drought stress. In this relations the similar investigations with forest species
is rare.

Materials and methods: The experiments were carried out as factorial based on
completely randomized design with 3 replications. Pretreatments including
combination of 4 levels of salicylic acid (0, 0.5, 1 and 2 mM for 72 hours) was
subjected to 5 levels of drought stress (0, -2, -6, -10 and -14 bar by Polyethylene
elycol 6000). Then the seeds were located in germinator for 40 days at 20°C, 65%
relative humidity and 8/16 hours, dark/high photoperiod.

Results: In all pretreatments, by increasing drought stress, germination percent,
germination index, germination energy, germination speed, kotowski coefficient of
velocity and seed vigor index were reduced and mean gernunation time increased.
Germination of control seeds was ceased in osmotic potentials >-6 bar, but seed
pretreatment (by all applied concentrations of SA) even up to -14 bar improved
germination percent and other studied traits. The highest germination percent
(88.34%) was observed in pretreatment of 1 mM SA and drought stress of 0 bar,
and the best germination percent (45.27%) at -14 bar level of drought stress was
related to pretreatment of 1 mM SA.

Conclusion: regarding to application of P. edarica seedlings in plantations and
urban and rural green spaces of arid and semi-arid regions, SA seed pretreatment
can improve its seedling production efficiency in nurseries of these regions.
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