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Promotion of High School EFL Learners’ Reading Comprehension
Strategies through Dynamic Assessment

Manoochehr Jafarigohar! and Mehdi Karami?

! Associate professor of TEFL, Department of TEFL and English Literature, Payame Noor University, Tehran
PhD candidate of TEFL, Payame Noor University, Tehran

Abstract: Traditional EFL reading assessment has been criticized for providing learners with almost no
instructional feedback thus extensively ignoring learning enhancement and learner training. In an attempt to address
this gap, the present study was designed to determine whether mediations in a dynamic assessment program have
significant effects on the development of reading comprehension strategies. Using a convenience sampling method,
four intact EFL classes comprising of 116 male students were selected from two high schools in Hamedan, Iran. The
study used a quasi-experimental design that included a pretest, a posttest, and a delayed posttest. The participating
classes were randomly assigned to the experimental and control groups. A one-way between-groups analysis of
covariance (ANCOVA) was applied to compare the effectiveness of two different interventions. During the
experiment, participants in the control group received non-dynamic reading tests, while participants of the
experimental group underwent DA sessions receiving mediation on applying reading comprehension strategies. The
participants were also given the reading strategy questionnaires. Results indicated that training reading
comprehension strategies through annotations and oral mediation in DA had a positive immediate and delayed effect
on enhancing awareness and use of such strategies, particularly for low achievers.

Keywords: reading comprehension strategies, dynamic assessment (DA), mediation, annotation
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7 Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)
8 Graduated and contingent

% Self-regulation

10 Formative assessment

1 Systemic validity

12 Scaffolding

13 Metacognitive awareness guidance (MCAG)
14 Level of proficiency

13 Triangulation

16 False beginner

17 Boundary effect

18 Ceiling effect

19 Readworks

20 Summative

2l Readability

22 Flesch Reading Ease

23 Lexile Level

2 Lexile Analyzer
(https://www.lexile.com/analyzer/)
25 Partial eta squared

26 Design effects
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