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Abstract

One of the single-word vocabularies of the Holy Quran is the word "Qa-
sura". This word has been used once in verse 51 of Surah Muddaththir.
Different opinions have been expressed about the origin and meaning of
this word by the lexicographers, interpreters and translators of the Qur'an.
There is also disagreement among lexicographers and commentators as
to whether the word is Arabic. Some consider this word to be translated
from Persian and some from Abyssinian. This research seeks to answer
the question of the origin and meaning of this word in a historical and
analytical way. In the poems of Jahiliyyah, Quran and narrations, what is
the meaning of this word and can it be accepted that this word is trans-
lated from Persian or Abyssinian language?

From a detailed study and analysis of various lexical sources and poems
of Jahiliyyah and books of Arabic writers, it is concluded that this word
in Arabic has the root of "Qasr" and it is derived out of verbs and quasi-
verbs; Therefore, its Arabicness is not acceptable from Persian or Abys-
sinian language, and the fact that the earlier lexicographers did not men-
tion its Arabicness confirms this view. There are different views on the
meaning of this word; the best view is that this word means lion (preda-
tor) or shooter hunters.

Keywords: Quran, Qasurah, Qasur, Shir, Persian, Abyssinian, verse 51
of Surah Muddaththir, semantics.
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