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CrossMark

The research problem of the present study is to examine the ideology of the
People's Party of Iran and investigate its programs in political, social, and
economic arenas. Through an analytical and descriptive approach to historical
sources and data, responses to the aforementioned problem were provided.
Based on the research results, the party, according to its periodical analysis,
assessed Iranian society on the brink of a social transformation and promoted
a program grounded in an ideology aimed at realizing this transformation. The
ideology in question was socialism based on theism, emphasizing a religious
identity in its monotheistic form while also considering moral and humanistic
socialism. Additionally, in the political arena, the party sought to overthrow
the monarchical system and establish a democratic system. In social and
economic arenas, it pursued socialist transformation focusing on fundamental
rights and freedoms of the people, eradicating poverty and unemployment,
providing jobs and bread, and ensuring conditions for education and healthcare
for all. The party also aimed to adopt a national economic policy and pursue
programs for economic growth and development, strengthening domestic
production, and equitable wealth distribution, administrative reorganization,
and more. The strategy for transition in this program was based on the premise
that due to the incompetence of the old system in responding to the people's
demands and the inability of social classes to seize power through classical
means, a political and revolutionary group must strip the ruling class of
political and governmental power through widespread and extensive struggle,
replace them, and realize transformation and change in all social aspects.
Keywords: People's Party of Iran, Socialism, Theism, Iran, Ideology.
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Introduction

The People's Party of Iran (1954-1978) played a significant role in Iran's socio-political landscape
during a transformative period in the nation's history. This study aims to examine the ideology and the
political, social, and economic programs of the People's Party of Iran. Through an analytical and
descriptive approach, this research delves into historical sources to provide comprehensive insights into
the party's efforts to instigate a social transformation based on its unique ideological foundation.

Ideological Foundation

The People's Party of Iran was founded on the principles of socialism intertwined with theism.
Unlike traditional socialist movements, which often eschewed religious affiliations, the People's Party
emphasized a form of socialism grounded in monotheistic religious identity. This ideology promoted
moral and humanistic socialism, advocating for social justice and equality while maintaining a strong
emphasis on religious values. This blend of socialism and theism distinguished the People's Party from
other contemporary political movements in Iran, as it sought to harmonize modern socialist ideals with
the nation's deep-rooted religious traditions.

Political Agenda

In the political arena, the People's Party aimed to overthrow the existing monarchical system and
establish a democratic government. The party viewed the monarchical system as inherently unjust and
incapable of addressing the needs and aspirations of the Iranian populace. The establishment of a
democratic system was seen as essential for ensuring the fundamental rights and freedoms of the people.
This democratic vision was not merely procedural but aimed at genuine representation and participation
of the people in the governance of their country.

Social and Economic Programs

The People's Party's social and economic programs were driven by the goal of eradicating poverty
and unemployment, providing employment and basic necessities such as food, education, and healthcare
for all citizens. The party's economic policy emphasized national growth and development, strengthening
domestic production, and ensuring equitable distribution of wealth. Administrative reorganization was
also a key component of their strategy, aimed at creating a more efficient and responsive governance
structure. These programs were designed to address the immediate needs of the population while laying
the groundwork for long-term economic sustainability and social equity.

Strategy for Transition

The transition strategy of the People's Party was premised on the belief that the existing system
was fundamentally flawed and incapable of responding to the demands of the people. The party argued
that traditional social classes were unable to seize power through classical means, necessitating a
revolutionary approach. Therefore, the People's Party advocated for a widespread and extensive struggle
to strip the ruling class of political and governmental power. This revolutionary group would then
implement comprehensive changes across all social sectors, ensuring a complete transformation of Iranian
society.

Historical Context and Activities

The People's Party of Iran emerged in a post-World War 1l context, a period marked by political
fluidity and the emergence of various ideological movements. The party was part of a broader trend of
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political activism that sought to address the socio-economic challenges facing Iran. Initially operating in
a relatively open political environment, the party's activities became more clandestine following the 1953
coup, which saw the reinstatement of the Shah and a crackdown on political dissent. Despite these
challenges, the People's Party continued to organize and advocate for its vision of a socialist, theocratic
democracy.

Conclusion

This study highlights the unique ideological stance of the People's Party of Iran, which sought to
blend socialism with religious values, and its comprehensive programs aimed at socio-economic reform.
The party's strategy for political transition through revolutionary means underscores its commitment to
profound systemic change. The People's Party's efforts and ideology provide valuable insights into the
political dynamics of Iran during the mid-20th century and contribute to a deeper understanding of the
socio-political transformations that shaped modern Iran.

In summary, the People's Party of Iran played a pivotal role in advocating for a unique blend of
socialism and theism, aiming to democratize and transform Iranian society through revolutionary means.
This study offers an in-depth analysis of the party's ideology, political strategies, and socio-economic
programs, shedding light on its significant impact on Iran's political history.
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