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Architecture has always been connected to fundamental thought in some way. It appears that the
Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili complex, as one of the important centers of mysticism and Sufism,
is also influenced by mystical ideas and concepts, which have impacted the formation of its
architecture. The Sheikh Safi al-Din complex was constructed over various periods; however,
historical texts state that Sadr al-Din Musa, the son and successor of the Sheikh, designed the
order and structure of the mausoleum himself and was inspired to the architect through a dream.
Therefore, it may be possible to recognize the connection of this complex's architecture with
mystical thought and concepts. Examining the evolution of the architecture of the Sheikh Safi
al-Din Ardabili's khangah (Sufi lodge) and mausoleum complex reveals that this cultural and
historical monument is one of the missing links in Iranian art between the 8th century AH and
the first quarter of the 12th century AH, holding significant importance in studying the
architectural developments of khangah and mausoleum structures in Iran and the Islamic world.
This article aims to investigate the development and historical transformations of the
architectural complex of Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili up to the contemporary era. The present
research is applied in terms of its purpose and historical, descriptive-analytical based on its
nature and method. Although conventional research methods such as library research and
internet searches were employed to collect information, observation, field visits, and studies
have been the primary methods throughout various stages of the research. To align
interpretations and perceptions with existing realities, the site was visited multiple times, and
analytical and interpretive methods were used to analyze the information. The results showed
that many valuable buildings in the Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili khangah and mausoleum
complex, which provide useful information in the field of archaeology and architecture of this
religious monument, have disappeared. If they remain, they have taken on different forms over
time and with changing periods. Comparing the current structures with the architectural spaces
of the Safavid and pre-Safavid eras, as recorded in historical documents and the latest
archaeological evidence, will prove the extent and former religious grandeur of this historical
educational and religious institution during its peak period. Some architectural remains have
disappeared, and their traces are hidden in the eastern and northeastern areas of the complex. In
other words, although there is no precise knowledge about the extent of the complex during its
peak period, it can be imagined that the volume of architecture and the current area of the
complex, 135,320 square meters (excluding the organized and modern development and
construction sections of the 1990s to 2010s in the northern and western sides of the complex),
was more than twice the current extent.

Keywords: Architecture, Mausoleum Complex, Historical Transformations, Sheikh Safi al-Din
Ardabili, Contemporary Era.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili complex stands as one of the most significant religious and
historical sites in Iran, known for its architectural grandeur and spiritual significance. Situated in Ardabil,
this complex is not just a mausoleum but a symbol of the rich cultural and mystical heritage of the Safavid
era. The architectural evolution of the Sheikh Safi complex reflects the intricate relationship between
spiritual beliefs and architectural practices, embodying the aesthetic and functional advancements of
Iranian architecture from the 8th century AH to the contemporary era.

Historical Background and Significance

Initially established as a khangah (Sufi lodge) and a mausoleum by Sadr al-Din Musa, the son of
Sheikh Safi, the complex has undergone significant transformations influenced by the mystical visions
and religious aspirations of its founders. Historical texts reveal that Sadr al-Din Musa designed the
mausoleum inspired by a dream, signifying the deep connection between the architecture and mystical
thought. The complex served as a pivotal center for the dissemination of Sufi teachings and the Safavid
ideology, contributing to the cultural and religious fabric of Iran.

Architectural Developments

Over the centuries, the complex has seen various phases of construction and renovation,
particularly during the Safavid period, when it reached its zenith. The architectural design incorporates
elements that are both functional and symbolic, with structures like the Allah Allah Dome, Chini Khaneh
(China Hall), and the Qandil Khaneh (Lamp House) showcasing the fusion of Persian art and Islamic
motifs. Each building within the complex serves a distinct purpose, reflecting the comprehensive planning
and architectural prowess of the era.

Methodology

This research employs a historical, descriptive-analytical approach, combining library research,
internet searches, and extensive field visits to gather data. Multiple visits to the site ensured a thorough
understanding and accurate interpretation of the existing architectural remnants. The analysis also includes
comparisons of current structures with those from the Safavid and pre-Safavid periods based on historical
documents and archaeological evidence.

Findings and Analysis

The study reveals that many original buildings within the complex have either vanished or
transformed significantly over time. The remaining structures, when compared to historical records,
indicate the vastness and former grandeur of the complex. For instance, the current area of the complex,
approximately 135,320 square meters, is believed to be less than half of its original extent. Archaeological
findings suggest that remnants of the complex are hidden in the eastern and northeastern areas, indicating
a larger historical footprint.

Conclusion

The Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili complex is a testament to the architectural and cultural legacy of
the Safavid era. Its development over centuries reflects the dynamic interplay between religious devotion
and architectural innovation. While many parts of the original complex have been lost, the remaining
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structures continue to offer valuable insights into the architectural and mystical traditions of Iran.
Preservation and further archaeological exploration of this site are essential for understanding the full
historical and cultural significance of this monumental complex.
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