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CrossMark

Islamic art, particularly in the realms of architecture and related decorations, is
characterized by unique and aesthetic subtleties. Decoration has played a
prominent role in the history of Iranian architecture, maintaining its dynamism
and continuity from ancient times to the present day. For example, Iranian
artists, especially during the post-Seljuk period, utilized small turquoise-glazed
tile pieces for buildings, and the Safavid era can be considered the pinnacle of
exterior decoration of structures. In Islamic-lranian structures, the dome is
considered one of the most symbolic elements of Islamic architecture, which
received significant attention during the Safavid period. Although dome
decorations began prominently during the Timurid era, they reached their peak
during the Safavid period. This study aims to introduce and examine the dome
of the prominent Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque to further analyze and understand
the Safavid approach and interest in this type of decoration. In the present
research, a descriptive-analytical method utilizing library tools has been
employed for analysis. The dome of Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, both in terms
of form and the harmony in its motifs and colors, exemplifies the best possible
representation of the harmony between form and meaning. This dome is a
tangible manifestation of the congruence between form and meaning in Islamic
architecture.
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Introduction

Historically, domes have played a functional role in pre-Islamic architecture. However, with the
advent of Islam, domes began to embody additional religious and cultural significances. The transition in
dome construction and decoration, influenced by geographical diversity, religious evolution, and changing
political regimes, marks a profound shift in Islamic architecture. The dome, a crucial element in Iranian
Islamic structures, evolved to symbolize celestial perfection and spiritual ascent. During the Safavid era,
the emphasis on dome aesthetics and structural innovations reached its zenith, representing a pinnacle in
Islamic architectural design.

Historical Context

The development of domes in Iranian architecture reflects a continuous process of innovation and
adaptation. From the early Islamic period, domes began to acquire decorative elements, with the Safavid
era showcasing the highest level of exterior and interior ornamentation. This period witnessed significant
advancements in the geometric and structural aspects of dome construction. The dome's form, combining
aesthetic beauty with mathematical precision, became a defining feature of Islamic architecture. The
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque's dome, with its intricate tile work and harmonious proportions, serves as an
exemplar of these advancements, illustrating the fusion of form and meaning in Safavid architecture.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library tools to gather and analyze
data. By examining historical texts, architectural plans, and decorative motifs, the study aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the dome's role in Safavid architecture. The descriptive analysis focuses
on the architectural elements of the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque's dome, exploring its form, structure, and
decorative patterns. This methodological approach enables a detailed examination of the Safavid
architectural style, emphasizing the interplay between structural integrity and aesthetic harmony.

Findings

The dome of Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque stands as a testament to the Safavid mastery of architectural
design. Its form, a double-shell structure, achieves both structural stability and aesthetic grace. The outer
shell's intricate tile work, featuring turquoise and azure patterns, reflects the Safavid emphasis on color
harmony and geometric precision. The dome's interior, adorned with calligraphic inscriptions and floral
motifs, creates a visual representation of spiritual ascent and divine unity. The mosque's architectural
elements, including the dome's structural features and decorative details, exemplify the Safavid approach
to integrating form and meaning in Islamic architecture.

Discussion

The study reveals that the Safavid architects employed advanced geometric principles and
sophisticated decorative techniques to enhance the dome's visual impact. The Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque's
dome, with its seamless integration of structural elements and ornamental patterns, embodies the Safavid
pursuit of architectural perfection. The use of light and color, combined with intricate tile work and
calligraphy, creates a sense of celestial harmony and spiritual transcendence. This holistic approach to
architecture reflects the Safavid commitment to creating spaces that inspire both aesthetic appreciation
and spiritual reflection.

Archive of SID.ir



Archive of SID.ir

Goodarzparvari et al. Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History 3:1 (2024) 137-152

Conclusion

The Safavid era represents a golden age in Iranian Islamic architecture, characterized by significant
advancements in dome construction and decoration. The Dome of Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque exemplifies
the Safavid achievements in architectural design, showcasing a harmonious blend of structural innovation
and aesthetic sophistication. This study highlights the dome's role as a symbol of celestial perfection and
spiritual ascent, underscoring its significance in Islamic architectural heritage. The Safavid approach to
architecture, with its emphasis on form, meaning, and decoration, continues to inspire contemporary
architectural practices, reflecting the enduring legacy of this remarkable period in Iranian history.

The research contributes to a deeper understanding of Safavid architectural practices and their
emphasis on integrating aesthetic elegance with spiritual symbolism. It provides a comprehensive analysis
of the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque's dome, illustrating how architectural elements can transcend their
physical form to embody cultural and religious ideals. This study not only enriches the appreciation of
Safavid architecture but also offers insights into the broader context of Islamic art and its enduring legacy
in the cultural history of Iran.
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