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The purpose of this article is to examine the effects of globalization on
citizenship rights in the city of Tehran. Citizenship rights are one of the major
indicators of civil society, which are influenced by various factors, including
globalization. For this purpose, Marshall's and Anthony Giddens' theories were
used as the theoretical framework. The research method is a survey, and the
statistical population consists of individuals aged 20 years and older in the city
of Tehran. The sampling method is multi-stage cluster sampling proportional
to the population size of each of the 22 districts of Tehran, and the sample size,
according to the Morgan table, is 384 people. The data collection tool is a
researcher-made questionnaire. The data analysis method involves Pearson
correlation coefficient and regression analysis using SPSS software. Face
validity was used to assess validity, and the measurement tool demonstrated
adequate reliability, with the reliability of the citizenship rights variable being
0.876 and globalization being 0.823. The research findings showed that the
average level of citizenship rights among individuals was relatively high, with
a mean of 3.14. Approximately 36.6% rated their citizenship rights as low,
about 26.1% as moderate, and around 37.3% as high. There is a significant,
positive, and direct relationship between the level of globalization and
citizenship rights (r = 0.378). This means that as the attitude towards
globalization becomes more positive, the level of citizenship rights increases.
The social dimension of globalization has the highest correlation with
citizenship rights (r = 0.378), while the economic dimension has the lowest (r
=0.238). Globalization and its four dimensions (social, cultural, economic, and
political) explain and predict about 19.5% of the variance and changes in
citizenship rights. The conclusion is that in order to increase the level of
citizenship rights, significant attention must be paid to globalization and its
dimensions, particularly the social dimension of globalization.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Globalization has emerged as a dominant force in shaping contemporary society, influencing
various aspects of life, including the rights of citizens. The concept of citizenship rights, encompassing
civil, political, social, and economic dimensions, is a critical indicator of civil society's health (Giddens,
1999). This study explores the impact of globalization on citizenship rights within the context of Tehran,
Iran, a metropolis experiencing rapid social and economic changes due to global influences. The
theoretical framework is grounded in the theories of T.H. Marshall and Anthony Giddens, who have
extensively discussed citizenship and globalization respectively. The primary objective of this research is
to analyze how different dimensions of globalization—social, cultural, economic, and political—affect
the perception and reality of citizenship rights among Tehran's residents.

Methods and Materials

The research employs a survey methodology to gather data from a representative sample of
Tehran's population, specifically targeting individuals aged 20 years and older. The sampling technique
used is multi-stage cluster sampling, which ensures a proportionate representation of respondents from
each of Tehran's 22 districts. The sample size, determined using the Morgan table, is 384 participants.
Data collection was conducted through a researcher-developed questionnaire, designed to measure various
aspects of globalization and citizenship rights. The reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed with
Cronbach's alpha coefficients of 0.876 for the citizenship rights variable and 0.823 for the globalization
variable. Data analysis involved the use of Pearson correlation coefficients and regression analysis,
executed using SPSS software. The study's validity was assessed through face validity, ensuring that the
questionnaire adequately covered the constructs of interest.

Findings

The study's findings indicate that the average level of citizenship rights among Tehran's residents
is relatively high, with a mean score of 3.14 on a Likert scale. However, there is considerable variation
among respondents, with 36.6% reporting low levels of citizenship rights, 26.1% moderate, and 37.3%
high. A significant positive correlation was found between globalization and citizenship rights (r = 0.378),
suggesting that as attitudes towards globalization become more favorable, the perceived level of
citizenship rights increases. Among the dimensions of globalization, the social dimension showed the
strongest correlation with citizenship rights (r = 0.378), while the economic dimension had the weakest
correlation (r = 0.238). The regression analysis revealed that globalization and its four dimensions
collectively explain 19.5% of the variance in citizenship rights, highlighting the substantial impact of
globalization on how citizens perceive their rights.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings align with previous research suggesting that globalization plays a critical role in
shaping citizenship rights. As globalization intensifies, particularly in the social domain, citizens become
more aware of their rights and are more likely to assert them. This is consistent with the prior studies
(Alem Tabrizi et al., 2021; Jafari & Manouchehri, 2014; Qureshi et al., 2023; Seifi Atashgah, 2018; Tayefe Parchlo
et al., 2023; Turkman, 2018) and the theories of Marshall, who emphasized the evolution of citizenship
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rights, and Giddens, who highlighted the deepening of social relations across vast distances as a defining
characteristic of globalization (Giddens, 2005). The strong correlation between the social dimension of
globalization and citizenship rights suggests that increased social interaction and exposure to global norms
and values can enhance citizens' awareness and exercise of their rights.

The weaker correlation observed between the economic dimension of globalization and citizenship
rights may be attributed to the uneven distribution of economic benefits across different segments of
society. While globalization can bring economic growth and opportunities, it can also exacerbate
inequalities, which may limit certain groups' ability to fully enjoy their citizenship rights. This finding is
consistent with the work of scholars such as Wallerstein, who argued that the global capitalist economy
tends to perpetuate inequalities that undermine the social fabric of societies (Giddens, 2005; Owen, 2007).

Moreover, the study highlights the importance of considering the multifaceted nature of
globalization when assessing its impact on citizenship rights. The cultural and political dimensions of
globalization also play significant roles, albeit to a lesser extent than the social dimension. The cultural
dimension, characterized by the spread of global media and the exchange of cultural practices, can
influence citizens' perceptions of their rights by exposing them to new ideas and values. Similarly, the
political dimension, involving the diffusion of democratic ideals and practices, can strengthen the
institutional frameworks that support citizenship rights.

The research underscores the complex relationship between globalization and citizenship rights in
Tehran. While globalization generally has a positive impact on citizens' perceptions of their rights, this
impact is not uniform across all dimensions of globalization. The social dimension of globalization
emerges as the most influential, suggesting that efforts to enhance citizenship rights should focus on
fostering social integration and intercultural dialogue. Policymakers should also be mindful of the
potential inequalities that the economic dimension of globalization can exacerbate and take steps to ensure
that the benefits of globalization are more evenly distributed. The study contributes to the broader
discourse on globalization and citizenship by providing empirical evidence from a non-Western context,
highlighting the universal relevance of these issues.

In summary, the findings of this study suggest that globalization, particularly its social aspect,
plays a significant role in shaping the rights of citizens in Tehran. As the world becomes increasingly
interconnected, the influence of global norms and values on local citizenship practices will likely continue
to grow, making it imperative for policymakers to address the challenges and opportunities that
globalization presents. This research provides a foundation for further studies exploring the nuanced
impacts of globalization on citizenship rights in different cultural and socio-economic contexts.
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