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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: This research was conducted with the aim of investigating the impact of
Research Full Paper received microcredits (in particular, Barkat foundation employment loans)

on the livelihood of rural households in Zabol County. The target
population included 7263 heads of rural households. The samples were
randomly selected from among 30 villages. The data collection tool was a
researcher-made questionnaire. The results of the credit accessibility

Article history: quality assessment showed that the easy conditions of collateral and
Accepted: 02.08.2023 guarantee, providing the required documents, transparency in the work
Received: 05.10.2023 steps and providing sufficient information about credit facilities were of
Revised: 28.10.2023 better quality and 70.80% of the respondents rated the quality of the

received credits as average. The results of Friedman's test showed that
items like wage labor, animal husbandry, agronomy, relief and welfare
committee, handicraft production and government aid are among the
important livelihood strategies in the study area. The results of the one-
sample t-test showed that human, physical, natural and financial capitals

SKSgtg?,;%Sié livelihood are not in a favorable condition and only social capital is slightly more than
Credit quality average. The results of exploratory factor analysis led to the classification
Livelihood assets of livelihood strategies and the extraction of three livelihood groups
Livelihood strategies including "livelihood strategy based on product production”, "livelihood

strategy based on self-employment™ and "livelihood strategy based on
receiving salaries" which explained for 65.58% of the total variance. The
results of linear regression in order to investigate the effect of the credit
quality index on each of the livelihood capitals showed that credits have a
significant positive effect on three types of human capital, physical and
financial, as well as the total sustainable livelihood index, and has no
significant effect on two types of social and natural capital.
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