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Whole-rock geochemistry and mineral chemistry of
the Late Cretaceous dacites in SW Sabzevar:
constrain on their origin and tectonic setting
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Abstract

A thick sequence of Upper Cretaceous volcano-sedimentary rocks are cropped out on
the northern edge of Central Iran, southwest of Sabzevar. The volcanic rocks are
dacite/rhyolite and are associated with pyroclastic rocks, including agglomerate, breccia
and tuff. Dacites are the thickest felsic.volcanic-unit. They show felsitic porphyry,
glomero-porphyry and microlitic-porphyry textures and are composed of clinopyroxene,
plagioclase and quartz. Plagioclases show: sieve and zoning textures. Whole-rock and
clinopyroxene chemistry reveal. the tholeiitic nature of these rocks. Primitive mantle-
normalized spider diagrams of the investigated rocks show negative anomalies of Nb, Ti
and positive anomalies of Pb and K, which are characteristic features of the subduction
environment magmas. Plot of the samples on different tectonic setting discrimination
diagrams indicates their close relationship to island arc subduction environments. The
results of the clinopyroxene chemistry also indicate their augitic composition.
Application of geothermobarometry diagrams show temperature ranges between 850 °C
to 950 °C and pressures less than 5 kb for crystallization of these rocks. The results of
the present study show that the tholeiitic magma that formed the rocks studied has been
generated by partial melting of a spinel lherzolitic mantle source in an island arc
subduction zone during the closure of the Sabzevar Neo-Tethyan oceanic basin in the
late Cretaceous.
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Sample No. Zn-1 Zn-2 Zn-3 Zn-5 Zn-6 Zn-7 Zn-8 Zn-9 Zn-10
Sio, 64.08 71.93 74.45 69.85 64.99 68.34 66.75 68.96 70.76
TiO, 0.58 0.56 0.47 0.55 0.63 0.61 0.62 0.55 0.55
Al,O; 13.70 13.00 12.14 12.51 13.50 13.26 13.23 13.27 13.56
Fe,O3 5.95 4.45 3.53 511 7.26 6.36 7.02 5.48 4.95
MnO 0.18 0.12 0.11 0.18 0.17 0.13 0.13 0.18 0.11
MgO 1.44 1.02 0.60 1.58 1.55 1.55 1.45 1.76 1.04
CaO 6.65 4.37 3.71 5.73 4.68 4.23 472 5.57 5.35
Na,O 3.94 3.69 3.25 3.47 4.82 3.86 4.30 3.55 2.90
K0 1.62 0.88 1.67 0.30 174 1.50 1.60 0.46 0.66
P,0s 0.20 021 0.14 0.24 0.23 0.20 0.23 0.26 0.13
IOL 0.03 00.00 00.00 00.02 00.03 00.00 00.00 00.00 00.00
Total 98.37 100.23 100.06 99.54 99.60 100.04 100.05 100.07 100.01
Ba 304.67 200.95 124.96 122.26 284.62 235.61 294.59 136.22 143.12
Sr 226 425 142.04 217.89 183.15 226.15 204.34 213.10 217.20
Cs 0.52 0.16 0.05 0.10 0.41 0.47 0.22 0.06 0.22
Rb 29.92 6.86 5.48 4.14 25.88 29.19 26.07 5.47 6.02
Zr 54.83 47.09 60.66 50.74 45.10 45.40 50.21 46.64 52.74
Hf 1.50 1.55 191 1.45 1.48 1.40 1.74 1.49 1.65
Ta 0.06 0.04 0.08 0.05 0.07 0.06 0.05 0.04 0.06
Nb 0.92 0.77 1.55 0.76 0.93 0.95 1.05 0.93 0.90
Y 24.06 22.44 24.06 20.29 2451 20.18 25.05 22.90 23.48
U 0.36 0.46 0.50 0.28 0.34 0.28 0.37 0.23 0.39
Th 0.93 1.04 1.28 1.01 1.01 1.08 1.15 1.07 0.78
Zn 83.95 58.85 58.78 61.35 69.13 72.31 91.33 66.15 5291
Cu 30.17 45.61 8.72 29.44 26.49 24.61 39.79 20.81 31.59
Ni 38.23 30 14.40 5.62 24.43 11.07 10.08 7.76 7.69
Co 10.72 8.36 8.29 7.31 11.27 11.68 10.63 8.61 11.12
\ 118.54 106.41 97.09 112.66 142.66 128.59 157.46 109.26 167.7
Ga 34.43 31.64 27.64 23.69 33.52 30.18 35.66 22.42 29.37
La 5.67 6.02 5.74 5.43 5.87 5.12 6.05 5.76 451
Ce 12.78 12.31 14.91 11.65 12.98 11.86 13.55 11.71 10.18
Pr 2.07 1.89 221 1.7 1.98 1.85 2.17 1.94 1.74
Nd 9.49 9.98 10.72 8.92 9.93 9.11 10.25 9.39 8.86
Sm 2.93 2.89 3.07 2.55 3.07 271 3.14 2.97 2.73
Eu 1.03 1.06 0.99 1.02 1.06 0.98 1.09 0.89 0.84
Gd 3.58 3.14 3.50 3.24 3.88 3.29 3.69 3.48 3.24
Tb 0.67 0.60 0.55 0.55 0.59 0.54 0.65 0.56 0.59
Dy 4.36 3.95 4.09 3.76 4.23 3.74 4.37 3.95 4.38
Ho 0.90 0.88 0.88 0.83 0.94 0.72 0.96 0.86 0.93
Er 2.62 2.58 277 2.26 2.78 235 2.83 2.69 2.64
Tm 0.36 0.34 0.41 0.34 0.44 0.31 0.45 0.39 0.39
Yb 3.11 2.58 2.99 2.58 2.76 2.28 2.88 2.47 2.79
Lu 0.47 0.38 0.45 0.36 0.45 0.32 0.40 0.38 0.40
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Sample No. SiO, TiO; Al,O3 Cr;04 FeO MnO MgO CaO Na,O KO Total
Z1-Cpx1-1 52.22 0.46 1.55 0.01 10.06 0.50 14.58 20.69 0.24 0.02 100.71
Z1-Cpx1-2 51.99 0.34 1.28 0.01 9.99 0.53 14.99 20.59 0.26 0.00 100.37
Z1-Cpx1-3 51.87 0.29 1.20 0.01 11.84 0.57 13.61 20.73 0.23 0.00 100.35
Z1-Cpx1-4 51.02 0.25 1.16 0.01 11.90 0.58 13.68 20.63 0.23 0.00 100.52
Z1-Cpx1-5 51.72 0.24 1.26 0.01 11.64 0.60 13.60 20.73 0.24 0.00 100.05
Z1-Cpx1-6 51.22 0.27 1.35 0.00 11.76 0.62 13.63 20.60 0.29 0.00 99.77
Z2-Cpx2-1 51.63 0.29 1.19 0.01 11.57 0.58 13.70 20.86 0.23 0.01 100.11
Z2-Cpx2-2 52.08 0.28 1.23 0.01 11.77 0.54 13.71 20.92 0.26 0.00 100.83
Z2-Cpx2-3 51.47 0.32 1.17 0.01 11.46 0.60 13.67 20.83 0.24 0.00 99.77
Z2-Cpx2-4 51.53 0.29 117 0.00 11.68 0.62 13.65 20.80 0.24 0.00 99.98
Z2-Cpx2-5 51.87 0.19 1.25 0.01 11.26 0.52 13.94 20.86 0.26 0.00 100.15
Z2-Cpx2-6 52.07 0.35 1.44 0.00 11.52 0.58 13.91 20.23 0.25 0.01 100.36
Z2-Cpx2-7 51.31 0.46 1.73 0.00 11.78 0.59 13.76 20.33 0.27 0.00 100.34
Z3-Cpx3-1 51.85 0.25 1.33 0.00 11.78 0:66 14.11 20.03 0.25 0.01 100.26
Z3-Cpx3-2 51.79 0.25 141 0.02 11.60 0.58 13.90 20.15 0.26 0.00 99.97
Z3-Cpx3-3 51.72 0.35 1.52 0.00 11.56 0.61 13.82 20.23 0.24 0.00 100.04
Z3-Cpx3-4 51.4 0.29 141 0.00 11.74 0.61 13.69 20.26 0.26 0.01 99.93
Z3-Cpx3-5 51.93 0.23 1.34 0.00 11.36 0.64 14.02 20.70 0.24 0.00 100.66
Z3-Cpx3-6 51.50 0.32 1.65 00.00 1141 0.62 13.80 20.58 0.27 0.00 100.15
Z3-Cpx3-7 51.15 0.39 1.59 0.01 1151 0.60 13.79 20.48 0.23 0.05 99.78
Sample No. Si Ti Al Cr Fe® Fe?" Mn Mg Ca Na K  Total
Z1-Cpx1-1 194 0.01 0.07 0.00 0.05 0.26 0.02 0.81 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
Z1-Cpx1-2 1.93 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.09 0.22 0.02 0.83 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
Z1-Cpx1-3 194 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.06 0.31 0.02 0.76 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
Z1-Cpx1-4 1.95 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.06 0.31 0.02 0.76 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
Z1-Cpx1-5 1.94 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.07 0.30 0.02 0.76 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
Z1-Cpx1-6 193 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.09 0.28 0.02 0.76 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
Z2-Cpx2-1 1.94 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.08 0.29 0.02 0.77 0.84 0.02 0.00 4
Z2-Cpx2-2 194 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.07 0.30 0.02 0.76 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
Z2-Cpx2-3 1.94 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.08 0.29 0.02 0.77 0.84 0.02 0.00 4
Z2-Cpx2-4 193 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.08 0.29 0.02 0.76 0.84 0.02 0.00 4
Z2-Cpx2-5 194 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.07 0.28 0.02 0.78 0.84 0.02 0.00 4
Z2-Cpx2-6 1.95 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.04 0.32 0.02 0.77 0.81 0.02 0.00 4
Z2-Cpx2-7 1.92 0.01 0.08 0.00 0.08 0.29 0.02 0.77 0.82 0.02 0.00 4
Z3-Cpx3-1 1.94 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.07 0.30 0.02 0.79 0.80 0.02 0.00 4
Z3-Cpx3-2 194 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.06 0.31 0.02 0.78 0.81 0.02 0.00 4
Z3-Cpx3-3 1.94 0.01 0.07 0.00 0.05 0.31 0.02 0.77 0.81 0.02 0.00 4
Z3-Cpx3-4 1.93 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.08 0.28 0.02 0.78 0.81 0.02 0.00 4
Z3-Cpx3-5 194 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.07 0.28 0.02 0.78 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
Z3-Cpx3-6 1.93 0.01 0.07 0.00 0.08 0.28 0.02 0.77 0.82 0.02 0.00 4
Z3-Cpx3-7 1.90 0.01 0.08 0.00 0.12 0.25 0.02 0.78 0.83 0.02 0.00 4
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Sample No. SiO, TiO, Al,O3 FeO MnO MgO CaO Na,O KO Total
Z1-Plg1-1 (core) 48.12 0.00 31.98 0.28 0.00 0.00 15.26 2.97 0.05 98.67
Z1- Plg 1-2 (core) 50.05 0.02 31.58 0.50 0.02 0.04 14.83 3.16 0.03 100.36
Z1- Plg 1-3 (middle) 50.60 0.01 30.98 0.53 0.01 0.04 14.59 3.42 0.05 100.28
Z1- Plg 1-4 (rime) 51.37 0.01 31.07 0.52 0.03 0.03 14.21 3.63 0.04 101.04
Z1- Plg 1-5 (rime) 49.14 0.06 31.53 0.56 0.00 0.02 14.81 3.13 0.03 99.29
Z2- Plg 2-1(core) 48.83 0.00 30.99 0.68 0.02 0.05 15.02 2.88 0.04 98.51
Z2- Plg 2-2 (core) 48.71 0.00 31.28 0.61 0.01 0.04 15.08 2.97 0.05 98.77
Z2- Plg 2-3 (middle) 49.85 0.01 31.17 0.62 0.02 0.05 14.68 321 0.04 99.76
Z2- Plg 2-4 (core) 51.18 0.00 3041 0.62 0.00 0.05 13.93 3.61 0.04 99.95
Z2- Plg 2-5 (core) 52.29 0.00 29.72 0.61 0.00 0.05 13.21 4.14 0.04 100.13
Sample No. Si Ti Al Fe Ca Na K Total
Z1-Plg 1-1 2.28 0.00 1.69 0.02 0.73 0.30 0.00 5.02
Z1-Plg 1-2 2.29 0.00 1.68 0.02 0.72 0.30 0.00 5.02
Z1-Plg 1-3 2.32 0.00 1.66 0.02 0.69 0.32 0.00 5.01
Z2-Plg 1-4 2.36 0.00 161 0.02 0.65 0.37 0.00 5.02
Z2-Plg 1-¢ 2.38 0.00 1.60 0.02 0.63 0.38 0.00 5.02
Z2- Plg 2-1 2.38 0:00 1.70 0.03 0.75 0.36 0.00 5.01
Z2- Plg 2-2 2.27 0.00 1.71 0.02 0.75 0.26 0.00 5.02
Z2- Plg 2-3 2.26 0.00 1.69 0.02 0.72 0.27 0.00 5.01
Z2- Plg 2-4 2.29 0.00 1.64 0.02 0.68 0.29 0.00 5.00
Z2- Plg 2-5 2.34 0.00 1.59 0.02 0.64 0.32 0.00 5.01
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