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Basil Bunting : Persian Poetry and Translation
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O everlastingly self-deluded!

If there’s no love for you there’s nothing for it
but to go crazy. Anyway dont set up for a

paragon of self-restraint.

Love’s dizziness cant invade a head
dizzy with alcohol?

You're jaundiced, misery-hideous!

Anybody can read your symptoms.
Give respectability and pride the go-by, Hafiz,
cadge yourself a drop of booze and get

crapulously drunk.
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You, with my enemy, strolling down my street,
you're a nice one! Aren’t you ashamed to meet me?
Didn’t you call me ‘malignant’, and ‘quarrelsome’?

Don’t you complain of my impossible character?
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