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The Common Link Phenomenon in the Chains of
Transmitters of Traditions: Explanation and Analysis

S. Ali Aghaei'

Abstract: Over half a century, western scholars are familiar with the common link
phenomenon in the chains of transmitters (isndds) of traditions (hadiths), interpreted it
differently and tried using it to identify the time and place of creation and dissemination of
traditions. In this paper based on analytical approach, different interpretations of this
phenomenon are explained and their methodological presupposition are analysed. This study
reveals that there are at least three distinct interpretations of the common link, and
consequently different dating for traditions. The common link is the inventor of tradition in
question according to one interpretation, the authority to whom the tradition is ascribed in
later period regarding another one, or the collector who first systematically spread the tradition
with reference to last one. Thus, respectively the tradition might originate with the common
link, it might be younger than the common link; or it might be older than the common link.
Finally, it appears that the difference or conflict of dating traditions relates to presuppositions
which each of these interpretations based on them.

Keywords: Common Link, /snad Analysis, Dating Traditions, J. Schacht, G.H.A. Juynboll,
H. Motzki

1 PhD. Candidate, Department of Qur-'an and Hadith Sciences, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University
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1 Joseph Schacht (1950), The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp
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Harald Motzki (2004), “Introduction”, in idem (ed.), Hadith: Origins and Developments, Aldershot: Ashgate,
Xxxvii, note 108.
O sod SLedYs & laiz ez STl 00gs ool ailis 15 ledes Glolle 035 50 sauay ol Wl gaiaS 4
Jelog sl o) el 00 57 s flobucs (lale b gliie glaigSay 1y osay cpl colis cadly jo ailosgs adly
Slasl Cawsys oS 0als plowil Jiis cidgh oMol Ciw o guse DbMhasl b S e sddl> galal) 5l 558
L DMasl b o] Wen 5 S i gadlo» laie b o) K gallie 4y 0iS £92 ) el
2 Schacht (1950), pp 171- 172.
Maslgs e jgbay g cterminus ad quem (=limit to which) s terminus a quo (<limit from which) #Mhasl 53 ¥
u‘ ST 090> 5 Cus 5 4 terminus ante quem (=limit before which) ¢ terminus post quem (=limit aﬁér which)
sadls oS ol 5l cols sgate (plply Wl s Sl slasdly slas, L ST G Glas @l Sley amaly g

g on a8 ol Gloy 5 0nS 5 (Sl g9 Sl gl a5 el T ey culyy (6l €onleT Gloy oo | S e
-



Y4 ol g o 1L gy (gbdadew jo Iyl gadls gonuay

Ly 2l
k_;o)\}aﬁ?}\v.a)\.u:f}@w‘}@)a;}iﬁd%@m&udwfc\g
Tﬁ&ﬁdm@‘j\ﬁ@.w\agsjcw\w\:6@@@*5}%@%5
S 0 51 B3 0 o 50k S e sid T i 0l G
WA ) ol o Sl i Jes > S e dlaadle eV (o) L 3l el oS o
wb\a-\ ¢sl d\‘g A Al yd r...\}\é&wwjua d\;\ u‘ﬁ\’ﬂ 9 (é.m \AY r) J—a}:j\ ¢(éﬁ

Sloal L (6 3 (G ¢ RIS RCIWES TV I /\35»

S yriin g4l 3l b 15 - e

o@.«\.&-gwﬁ @)\543")\}369 o ol esland by &S caild o «hde gyl ph |y S e
BV RV SJM gad gblye 3l e &G 4>J§ RO IRV ES c)\&.b-\
S 35 g OVas s CRAPRESERY Slisebol i osudy 5l 1ol 33l 959 allblises
o .0 - . el “ - “ o
Sl 4 a5 amlyy s g Jos b gy A8 B ST gl 6l 5t
T iaagaly ol 558 Qi 51y 4

(Rl 30 Cas Joime oS e sail> 3l iy Culy, G 0925 R0 Gl 4 18 S ke culyy o Gl lp «

g b aS ol (Wi saelol iy 0uS oK) WS oo 308 Caly, 6l €« SLL sloy s 1) S i gddl> Sy

e oS Culine oy 0l 5 905800 G5 DS ] Gl (8l Comaly Slay 029 laiear L ST S, e
e Jozme 5950 Aie DUy Sl G IS 5 Sl (T e g o SLS 0 by sl 0o

1 Ibid., p 175.

2 Ibid., p 170.

3 Ibid., pp 176- 179.
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4 G.H.A. Juynboll (1983), Muslim Tradition, Studies in Chronology, Provenance and Authorship of Early
Hadith, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp 206- 217.

5 Idem (1994), “Early Islamic Society as Reflected in Its Use of Isnads”, Le Muséon, pp 107:1-2, 153; idem
(1991), “The Role of Mu ‘ammarin in the Early Development of the Isnad”, Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die Kunde
Des Morgenlandes, pp 81, 155- 156.

6 Cf. Idem (1996), Studies on the Origins and Uses of Islamic Hadith, Aldershot: Variorum.
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Ibid., p 353; see also idem (1992), “Some Notes on Islam’s First Fugaha’ Distilled From Early Hadith Literature”,
Arabica, 39, p 296; idem (1993), p 210.

Idem (1989), p 358- 359, also pp 370, 381.
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Idem (1994), p 155; idem (1991), p 155; idem (1993), p 212.

Idem (2001), p 306.

Idem (1994), p 155; idem (1993), p 212.
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1 .A....S&P) bl PUa'j Kl 9 ans Lg)l;\fé.l)ti &5")L.')°
Idem (1973), “The Date of Great Fitnah”, Arabica 20:2, pp 142- 159; idem (1984), “Muslim’s Introduction to
His Sahih, Translated and Annotated with an Excursus on the Chronology of Fitna and Bid ‘a”, Jerusalem
Studies in Arabic and Islam 5, pp 263- 311.
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5 Schacht (1949), “A Revaluation of Islamic Tradition”, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, p 147; idem
(1950), pp 165- 156.
6 Idem (1950), pp 156, 163:
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Schacht (1950), p 166.

Ibid., p 22.

Ibid., p 4.

Schacht (1950), pp 165- 166.
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Zafar Tshaq Ansari (1984), “The Authenticity of Traditions: A Critique of Joseph Schacht’s Argument e silentio”,
Hamdard Islamicus, 7:2, , pp 51-61; Motzki (2005), “Dating Muslim Tradition: A Survey”, Arabica, 52:2, pp
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