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Profession, Conexistence, and Local Conjunctures:

Reasons for the Prospering Continuity of Tammami Family
in Shiraz during the Qajar Period

Omid Reza’i!

Abstract: Historians of Qajar Iran have tended to see the term shaykh al-islam referred to in
the sources as a reference to the state appointed office of shaykh al-islam that existed in the
Persianate world since Timurid times. More recently some scholars have suggested that in the
Qajar era the designation no longer referred to an official post and was only a title which certain
families that once held this position had inherited. This study will make use newly discovered
archival sources to trace the usage of the term shaykh al-islam applied to several members of the
Tammami family, an Arab émigré family that migrated to Iran during the Safavid period.

The rise of the Tammami family can be traced to the Afshar period when members were
first appointed to the post of shaykh al-islam of Shiraz. In the Qajar period, in particular
between 1220-1323/1806-1906, leading members of the family were actively involved in the
religious economy of the town. They were responsible for preparing and registering legal
contracts and became administrators (mutawallis) and supervisors (ndzirs) of a number of
important religious endowments (wagfs) in Shiraz and Marvdasht. The increase in the social
prestige of the leading members of the family during this period is also confirmed by
marriage alliances with older more well established families of Shiraz. The advent of the
Constitutional Revolution and subsequent reforms to the judicial system in Iran, however,

weakened the position of the family and ultimately led to a decline in its prosperity.

Keywords: Tammami Family, Shaykh al-islam, Shiraz, Qajar, Waqf

1 The writer is a researcher in history, social sciences and cultural studies based at the Institute of
Contemporary Historical Research (ICHR) in Tehran. This article is a revised version of the author’s masters
thesis entitled The Tammami family and the post of shaykh al-islam of Shiraz during the Qajar period, it has
been piepared under had ministration of Profossor Shahram Yosefi Far, which was defended in Bahman 1390
in the Sciences and research Section of Azad Islamic University, Tehran. rezaiomid@gmail.com
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1 Shiro Ando (1994) , “The Shaykh Al-Islam as a Timurid Office: A Preliminary Studiy”, Islamic Studies 33,
2-3:pp.223-280.

2 Christph Werner (2000), An Iranian Town in Transition: A Social and Economic History of the Elites of
Tabriz, 1747—1848, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, Chap 3.
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pp. 13-24.
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HASE GAWA Kumi(199Y): “Nuri-ke to Qajar-tyo shoki no Fars-chiho”, Shirin 75-6, pp. 1-32.
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Kumi KAWATA (1995): “The local Powers of the Provience of Fars in the Nineteenth Century” , Journal of

Sophia Asian studies 13. Pp 63-78.
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