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Typology of Supremacy in Arabian Peninsula in Pre 

Islamic Era 
 
 
Hedye Taghavi1 
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Alimohammad Valavi3 
Gholamreza Zarifyan4 
 
 
 

Abstract: The social system in Arabian Peninsula in pre Islamic era remained tribal- 
clan with no particular form of integrated social unity in this region. It was more affected 
by multitude population, dominated traditions and illiteracy in terms of education and 
civilization. Influencing the type of the administration system over the various parts of 
peninsula, it rather determined the type of supremacy over the region either compatible or 
incompatible with social system developments. Consequently, while the tribe itself made 
the only social unit in some parts of the land, some developed areas experienced a great 
consolidation within the sort of integrated tribal form as a large social unit. This influenced 
the trend of administration system as well as making diversity in ruling system according to 
the particular social units in the region. 

Investigating on the types of supremacy in three major parts of Arabian Peninsula in pre 
Islamic era, this study accomplished by manipulating Weber’s Traditional Supremacy 
Typology. According to the findings, there has to be three types of supremacy over the 
peninsula at that time: Senior supremacy, paternal supremacy and patriarchy. 
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