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Domestic Slavery in Allahabad Documents: Late 
Timurid India 

 
 
Mehrdad Ramezannia1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abstract: Slavery in Indian subcontinent, a function of different variables from religion to 
social and legal system, led to a dynamic system relevant to Indian socio- political environment.  

The main objective of this article is to redefine Slavery in terms of Domestic Slavery which 
has been paid less attention in the social history of slavery in Islamic studies.  

Based on Allahabad documents, the study reveals that dispersed forms of slavery system in 
India in late Timurid time eventually got shaped within the frame of domestic slavery followed 
by “Constant Kinship Slavery”. In this system slavery is considered as the reflection of 
“property” and “possession” process. In addition, an extra attempt has been taken to 
conceptually unfold some sophisticated terms and metaphors within the documents to introduce 
new prospects as well as fresh fields in research. Some illustrations of such terms would be 
mentioned as: slave- in- contract, slave- in- sell, slave- in- gift, slave- in- debt, slave- in- marriage 
and so on. The findings also made us to face with some categories so- called Slavery Intention 
and Commercial and Noncommercial Domestic Slavery. 

 In this research the matter of date, from late Timurid India in late 18th century to the first half 
of 19th century, under the British ruling, is carefully observed. It has to be emphasized that in this 
research the jurisprudential and legal aspects of Islamic slavery is out of concern. 

 
Keywords: slavery, slavery system, domestic slavery, Timurid India, kinship 
 

                                                 
1  PhD in History. Invited lecturer in Mazandaran University      ramezannia.mehrdad@gmail.com 
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 Slavery and Human David Brauan Davis (1984),Progress, Oxford: Oxford University Press, p. 32.                                  
            )narada  (           (  :  

)grihajata        (  (   )kreeta   (        (
 )joodhprapta       (.  

Manjari Dingwaney (1985), ‘Unredeemed Promises; The Law and Servitude’, in Chains of Servitude; 
Bondage and Slavery in India, eds. Utsa Patnaik and Manjari Dingwaney, Madras: sangam Books, pp. 284-
285. 
2  M. Athar Ali (2006), Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society and Culture, New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, p. 5. 
3                 .     )kinn   (

 )rukeek     (  )muddabar  (   See: Dingwaney, 
pp. 292-293 .  

4  Slave. 
5  Servus. 
6  Pierre Dockes (1982), Medieval Slavery and Liberation, Chicago: Chicago University Press, p. 4. 
7  Amal Kumar Chattaopadhyay (1977), Slavery in Bengal Presidency (1772-1843), London: Golden Eagle, p. 1.  
8  See; Paul E. Watson (1983), Transformations in Slavery: a History of Slavery in Africa, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, p. 1; Lionel Caplan (1980), ‘Power and Status in Sought Asian Slavery’, 
Asian and African Systems of Slavery, James L. Watson, Berkeley and London: University of California 
Press, p. 191. 
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Aug., 1801, pp. 1828, vol. 24, p. 550. 
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1  see, Salim Kidwai (1985), ‘Sultans, Eunuchs and Domestics’, Chains of Servitude, eds. Utsa Patnaik and 
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  Irfan Habib (1969), ‘Potentialities of Capitalism Development in the Economy of Mughal India’, Economic 

History, vol. 29, no. 1, p. 57. 
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       .             
   K. S. Lal (1994), Muslim Slave System in Medieval India, New Delhi: South Asia Books, p. 111.       
1  Habib, ibid.  
2  Domestic Slavery. 
3  Indrani Chatterjee (1999), Colouring Subalternity: Slaves, Concubines and Social Orphans in Early Colonial 

India’, Subaltern Studies x, eds. Gautam Bhadar, Gyan Prakash and Susie Tharu, Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, pp. 50-51.  

4  Indrani Chatterjee (1999) Gender, Slavery and Colonial India, Delhi: Oxford University Press, p. 16. 
               .» «  

          )   :  .1382» (         
 «         17 2 45 -48.  

5  see, Tanika Sarkar (1985), ‘Bondage in the Colonial Context’, Chain of Servitude; Bondage and Slavery in 
India, eds. Utsa Patnaik and Manjari Dingwaney, Madras: Sangham Books, pp. 97-101.  
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1  Shadab Bano (2005), ‘Marriage and Concubinage in Mughal Imperial Family’, Proceedings - Indian History 
Congress, Delhi: Indian History Congress, Vol. 65, p. 10. 

2  ibid, p. 16. 
                     

           .             
          :  .   )1388 (»    

(    )  «      1 1  103 -106 . 
3  Neil B. E. Bayllie, Digest of Moohummudan Law, Containing the Doctrines of Imemeea Code of 

Jurisprudence on the Most Important of the Same Subject (London 1869), ii, pp. XIV-XV, as cited by 
Catterjee, ibid, pp. 81-82.  

4  Kaplan, pp. 189-192. 
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Caplan, pp. 187-188.     
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Dev Raj Chanana (1960), Slavery in Ancient India, New Delhi: Peo- ple's Publishing House, pp. 45-52. 
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                    Cattopadhyay, p. 40.  .  
3  ibid, p. 31. 
4  Pushpa Suri (1977), Social Condition in 18th Northern India, New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal 

Publishers, p. 47. 
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Romesh Chunder Dutta (1980), Ancient India (2000 B.C- 800 A.D.): Epochs of Indian History, Delhi: 
Butala, p. 16.           
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Dady Rustomji Banaji (1933), Slavery in British India, Bombay: D. B. Taraporevala Sons & Co, p. 38. 
3  Gola. 
4  Das. 
5  Bhil. 
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K. M. Ashraf (1970), Life and Conditions of the People of Hindustan, New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal, 
2nd ed, p. 104. Cites; Tod, James, Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, ed. by W. Crook. 
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Moosvi (2005), ’Domestic Service in Precolonial India; Bondage, Caste and Market’,  Processing India 
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Shashi Arora (2005), ‘Dancing Girls in 18th Century Rajasthan’, Proceedings - Indian History Congress, 
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