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Domestic Slavery in Allahabad Documents: Late
Timurid India

Mehrdad Ramezannia®

Abstract: Slavery in Indian subcontinent, a function of different variables from religion to
social and legal system, led to a dynamic system relevant to Indian socio- political environment.

The main objective of this article is to redefine Slavery in terms of Domestic Slavery which
has been paid less attention in the social history of slavery in Islamic studies.

Based on Allahabad documents, the study reveals that dispersed forms of slavery system in
India in late Timurid time eventually got shaped within the frame of domestic slavery followed
by “Constant Kinship Slavery”. In this system slavery is considered as the reflection of
“property” and “possession” process. In addition, an extra attempt has been taken to
conceptually unfold some sophisticated terms and metaphors within the documents to introduce
new prospects as well as fresh fields in research. Some illustrations of such terms would be
mentioned as: slave- in- contract, slave- in- sell, slave- in- gift, slave- in- debt, slave- in- marriage
and so on. The findings also made us to face with some categories so- called Slavery Intention
and Commercial and Noncommercial Domestic Slavery.

In this research the matter of date, from late Timurid India in late 18" century to the first half
of 19" century, under the British ruling, is carefully observed. It has to be emphasized that in this
research the jurisprudential and legal aspects of Islamic slavery is out of concern.

Keywords: slavery, slavery system, domestic slavery, Timurid India, kinship

1 PhD in History. Invited lecturer in Mazandaran University — ramezannia.mehrdad@gmail.com
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Slavery and Human David Brauan Davis (1984),Progress, Oxford: Oxford University Press, p. 32.
Ublo sTadl ios u.ml_; e dw 3l (51500, (narada) L/, L s Sbesl (ol acgerme gunai b b
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Manjari Dingwaney (1985), ‘Unredeemed Promises; The Law and Servitude’, in Chains of Servitude;
Eggdage and Slavery in India, eds. Utsa Patnaik and Manjari Dingwaney, Madras: sangam Books, pp. 284-
2 M. Athar Ali (2006), Mughal India: Studies in Polity, ldeas, Society and Culture, New Delhi: Oxford
University Press, p. 5.
L Kinn) o5 lgmedy by i e 80 5 asloads (ganails bgyine g bog i i & 90 4y (5100 aibie cpl 0 Y
See: Dingwaney, ol e odils> Wia/fa/ly (Muddabar) ,blge «ilizo bg i 5o 5 g aislils (rukeek) 05y,
pp. 292-293

Slave.

Servus.

Pierre Dockes (1982), Medieval Slavery and Liberation, Chicago: Chicago University Press, p. 4.

Amal Kumar Chattaopadhyay (1977), Slavery in Bengal Presidency (1772-1843), London: Golden Eagle, p. 1.
See; Paul E. Watson (1983), Transformations in Slavery: a History of Slavery in Africa, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, p. 1; Lionel Caplan (1980), ‘Power and Status in Sought Asian Slavery’,
Asian and African Systems of Slavery, James L. Watson, Berkeley and London: University of California
Press, p. 191.
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2 ibid, p.1. cites; J. G. Ravenshaw, Collector, Sought Canara to George Garrow, Actg. Sec., Bd. OF Rev., 12
Aug., 1801, pp. 1828, vol. 24, p. 550.
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1 see, Salim Kidwai (1985), ‘Sultans, Eunuchs and Domestics’, Chains of Servitude, eds. Utsa Patnaik and
Manjari Dingwaney, Madras: Sangam Books.
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History, vol. 29, no. 1, p. 57.
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K. S. Lal (1994), Muslim Slave System in Medieval India, New Delhi: South Asia Books, p. 111.
Habib, ibid.
Domestic Slavery.
Indrani Chatterjee (1999), Colouring Subalternity: Slaves, Concubines and Social Orphans in Early Colonial
India’, Subaltern Studies x, eds. Gautam Bhadar, Gyan Prakash and Susie Tharu, Oxford: Oxford University
Press, pp. 50-51.
4 Indrani Chatterjee (1999) Gender, Slavery and Colonial India, Delhi: Oxford University Press, p. 16.
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5 see, Tanika Sarkar (1985), ‘Bondage in the Colonial Context’, Chain of Servitude; Bondage and Slavery in
India, eds. Utsa Patnaik and Manjari Dingwaney, Madras: Sangham Books, pp. 97-101.
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1 Shadab Bano (2005), ‘Marriage and Concubinage in Mughal Imperial Family’, Proceedings - Indian History
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Chattopadhyay, Ibid,p. 38; He cites the evidence of R. H. Myttun, Magistrate of Sylhet, Appendix 1, R. L.
C.,Vol. Il, pp. 11-12.
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3 Francis Buchanan (1986), An Account of District of Shahabad in 1812-13, New Delhi, reprint, p. 166.
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1 Allahabad Documents, National Archives of India, New Delhi, Listed in the Descriptive list of acquired
document (1356-1790 AD), Volume 11 and I11. [Acc, no. 2381/1 to 2382/56].

2 Regnal year.

3 Zenana Tawaifs.

Slasias e st )l ulae o u.._mJ(J_.azf/j s bl E TS L;l..aé/u&_e@ 97 0,90 Cyl 5_5__4)\5 ol F
Aol epid loy a4y bogy e (g 10 058 oo P 00 el (9,8 5w Jled 3blie o 0V YAR-VYAY
S 1SS Ng oo 439,38 Jl>B (gliel 5l (S 635 Jezgdans Cuond 4y Gloolgils  3YYYO ousdll 63 )b


http://www.sid.ir

WAP (Ll YO 6ylaid ez Jlo oo 3w g b colelllao WY
o> I3 5l s lses 2 A3 31, STl sl 3 (g 503 0 5305 4 5 500 1 o 1,

&) g lved
JUSis 5 o o s (Ghol Jele (lgisat) )3y gman ol )50 13 So sl
o.\_AH\d‘_.w\g sl e o '>\>L7° W \) Q\fbﬁ )'\ u’“fj\‘““’ M2 9> 9 '\’“’d“ )\.\.’Ju
)25 55 o8l sdal (60e 12335 B sl 5 o B 315 s e 5052
-\ . . . . & G G -

2 slemslis a3 Bl gl e s 5 e S0/ S & e s gl
Sl Lsl e jo slid s o) 51 gl g - 9 3 0 il Lo (gl 0 Ja
)\.@b\ ‘(\/\\‘\ ufl»)b‘j)b \_:.’\LJ.’ C.;_bb éj_?b Y- L;\_,ac\ Y.C/_w\ oA c>)j‘ij:.3
G i Jaur g 05 1 o) s 5 cpdly Jam g 3151 0l o) 3 Lig N yls 0
oo el ol ol gy 30le 5 318w o el ) e 65 s
L e a3 a5 3 6los s e )] 5 s 03 45,8 0 ) g0
f\"’ W03 I3 oe 5 il 03,5 B L2 48 (gl 3 di b e sie) Y555
RERV R AR P TNt Py ol 2l

35 (B ol s 1 cad Waals )l 3 s ol g o5 ams S &S5
o2 o (Beas el p 3 GIsU I U hasd ciimw) Ms 2w @yl
O S t’éb BRIy @J_“AJ_:C«S)\A\S s g Bl W) s glatal 5
basl blae yo B> (oodl o)) (29 3L plly Ja§ (553 (B9 b Jes i (S
d&::y@h@:ﬁo&ég\j\gf@z&\yﬁ(ﬂfcaﬁ@)éﬁp\
bs_ﬁo- 8\}5 )J)<A f.,\‘:.'bb

NGBV oo V90 (Gliliy plo ooy (3958 03k 53 BVVTO Jlo 5l (50,6 s S LOTA L) solos jSlesce
NVO-V VY ao

(S 2oz bd Fge el 0 Cud s gig U Lawgs caliBee (gloo 90 13 5 039 0490 (l A A4S £adee )
Barani, Taikh-i Firuzshahi, p. saws s oo (ool padble CugS> 5550 )0 488 LJoay S sl ol 3 9,8 )
. 340; as cited by Kidwai, p. 88.

2 See, Pushpa Prasa(1988-9), ‘Female Slavery in Thirteenth Century Gujarat Documents in the

Lekhapaddhati’, Indian Historical Review, Vol. 15, No. 5L.2, p. 273.
3 Cawbowla.
4 Report cited D.R. Banaji, pp. 52-53.
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Abdul Qadir Badauni (1972), Njatur Rashid, ed. A. Moinul Hag, Lahore: pp. 139-240; as cited by Shireen
Moosvi (2005), *Domestic Service in Precolonial India; Bondage, Caste and Market’, Processing India
History Council, Delhi; 65th session. p. 572.
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Badauni, Muntakhab-ul Tawarikh, 11, p.399, as cited by Ali, p. 140.

1 Muchalka.
2 NAI, no.2382/18.
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Francis Joseph Steingass (1892), A Comprehensive Persian-English dictionary, including the Arabic words
and phrases to be met with in Persian literature. London: Routledge & K. Paul, p. 1239.
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C. A. Bayly (1983), Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars; North Indian Society in the Age of British Expansion 1770-
1870, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p. 308.
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Prakash Tandon (1961), Punsabi Century, 1857-1947 (Berkeley and Los Angeles: Univ. of California Press,
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Donald Butter (1839) Outlines of the Topography and Statistics of the Southern Districts of Oud'h and the
Cantonment of Sultanpur-Oud'h (Calcutta’ Bengal Military Orphan Press, pp. 153-54, in Cole (1989), p. 88.
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Shashi Arora (2005), ‘Dancing Girls in 18th Century Rajasthan’, Proceedings - Indian History Congress,
Delhi: Indian History Congress, Vol. 65, p.p. 324-328. [Kapada r Kothar ri Bahi, No. 59, Pushtak Prakash,
Report Muramshumari Raj Marwar, 1891 A. D., Jodhpur, 1896, pp. 379-80].
3 NAI, no.2382/33.
4 NAI, no.2382/39.
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Chabutra kotwali.

NAI, no, 2382/24.

Dharam Pal(1944), “The Influence of the Slaves in the Muslim Administration of India’ Islamic Culture, no.
18(reprint, London: reptint, 1971, pp.109-117.
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Abul Fazl (1873-1878), Akbarnama, Vol. Ill. Ed. Ahmad Ali, Calcutta, pp. 379-80; as cited by Moosvi,
‘Domestic service in Precolonial India; Bondage, Caste and Market’, p. 558.
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William Irvine, ‘Bangash Nawabs of Farrukabad’, JASB, 47,1, 1878, pp. 279-345; The Army of the India
Moghals: Its Organization and Administration (London, 1903), p. 103, as cited by Chatterjee, ibid, p. 18.
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University Wisconsin Press, pp. 3-81.
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Shireen Moosvi (2005), “Travails of Mercantile Community: Aspects of Social Life at the Port of Surat (Earlier Half
of the 17th Century)’, Proceedings - Indian History Congress, Delhi: Indian History Congress, pp. 404-405.
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