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The impact of Ilkhanid’s religious policy and approach
on Christians in South Caucasus

Maryam Mohamadi'

Abstract: South Caucasus, conquered by Mongols and controlled by Ilkhanids, was the
homeland of Bagrationi administration. The governors in this region, except Arran and
Karabakh, were under the supreme ruling command of Bagrationi. So there had been some
political affairs between the governors and Ilkhanids. Seeking a reasonable explanation and
analysis regarding South Caucasus development from religious point of view, this article is
to answer this question: what was the impact of Ilkhanid’s foreign affairs, namely religious
policy, on Christians in this region?

The findings, based on the documents and library resources, confirm the significance of
south Caucasus for the Ilkhanids either as a strategic territory or for the rival claim of
Golden Horde in the region. The non Muslim Ilkhanids made a great effort to not only give
advantage to the Christians to prevent them from coalition with the Golden Horde, also to
take advantage from Christians hostility against Muslims to win the Golden Horde and
Mamluks at the same time. On the other hand, the Christians of South Caucasus were
looking forward to misusing the ideological differences between non Muslim Ilkhanids and
Mulims for the sake of Christianity transcendence. Although Ilkhanids’ conversion to Islam
relatively changed the pattern of religious policy against Christians, the general policy of
the converted Ilkhanids remained unchanged towards non Muslim Ilkhanids. This was
regarding the utilization of their military force and also to maintain the land as a strategic
retaining territory against the Golden Horde.

Keywords: Ilkhanids, foreign affairs, religious affairs, the Christians, south Caucasus,
Bagrationi
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1 Arewelc'i vardan(1862), Hawak'umn patmut'ean Vardanay vardapeti lusabaneal [Compilation of
History by Vardapet Vardan Arewelc'], Venice: Mechitarist Press, p.89.

2 Ganjakeci Ganjakeci(1961), Patmutiwn Hayoc[History of Armenia], ed: K.A, Melik O hanjanyan,
Erevan, wbwnil, pp.315-316; Het'um the Historian(1842), Historian of the Tatars,(The Flower of
Histories of the East) translator: M. Awgerean, Venice: S.Ghazar, pp.50-51; Smbat Sparapet, Smbatay
Sparapeti taregir'( 1956), Editor: S.Agelean, Venice: S.Ghazar, p.110.
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Brosset, St.Petersburg, anonyme, V1, pp.233-234; Ganjakeci, Ganjakeci(1961), Patmutiwn
Hayoc[History of Armenia, ed: K.A, Melik O hanjanyan, Erevan, wlwtinit, p.325; Het'um, pp.58-
59&183; Robert Gregory, Bedrosian( 1979), the Turco—Mongol invations and the Lord of Armenia in the

13-14th centuries, no place, Columbia University: p.198.
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5 Grigor Aknerci(1949),“History of the nation of the archers (The Mongols),” The Armenian text edited
with an English Translat by Robert.P.Blake & R. N. Fruye, Harvard Tournal of Asiatic studies, No: 3-4,
Pp-269-443, p.140.
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