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Russian Colonization and Shi’ite Islam:

Russian Policy toward Shi’ite Muslims of Transcaucasia
(1813-1850)

Javad Morshedloo'

Abstract: Russian conquest of Transcaucasia had multidimensional consequences for
Muslim population of the region. A substantial part of these population was composed of
shi’ite muslims who mostly lived in the southern or the pre-Iranian provinces. Based on
some newly found archival documents, this study aimed to shed some lights on one aspects
of this problem which so far has been neglected by most of the specialists of this field. As a
pivotal question it seeks to ask what was the policy of Russian colonial governemt of
transcaucasia toward the shiite muslims of the region. To provide an answer for this
question it draws on a bunch of archival data which are gleaned from scattered documents
and have been analysed inside a greater theoretical framework. Two important cases in this
context, the first one, a certain Mulla Tangriverdi and the second one, the ill-famed Aga
Mir Fattah are at the center of this study. As the results show, from the first years of
Russian conquest of transcaucasia, Russian governores have proceeded a certain policy
toward the shiite population. This policy seems to have three conspicous aspects; the first
was thretening influential clerical to avoid any contact with Iranian Mujtahids, the second
one was an attempt to absorb middle-ranked shi’its ulama into the Russian adminstration.
And the third was an attempt to construct a central religious institute for Shiite jurisdiction
authority whose illfortune nominate was the Iranian notorious mujtahid Mir Fattah. The
findings is likely to unfold some vague aspects of Russian colonial policy of caucas
towards Shites after the enforcement of Golestan agreement.

Keywords: Transcaucasus, Shi’ism, Aqa Mir Fattah, Mulla Tangriverdi, Eermolov

1 PhD in History, University of Tehran ~morshedlau@gmail.com
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1 Thomas Sanders(2004), Ernst Tucker & Gary Hamburg (eds. & trans.), Russian-Muslim Confrontation
in the Caucasus, Alternative Visions of the Conflict between Imam Shamil and the Russians, 1830-1850,
London & New York; Robert Bruce Ware & Enver Kisriev(2010), Daghestan: Russian Hegemony and
Islamic Resistance in the North Caucasus, London:, pp. 14-25; Robert D. Crews(20006), For Prophet and
Tsar, Islam and Empire in Russia and Central Asia, London, pp. 15-20.

2 Firouzeh Mostashari(2006), On the Religious Frontier: Tsarist Russia and Islam in the Caucasus,
London: I.B. Tauris: pp.79- 92.
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4 Charles King (2008), The Ghost of Freedom, A History of the Caucasus, Oxford, p. 45.
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Noveishiya izvestiya o Kavkaz, vol. 1, Moscow, p. 29.
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1 Petrushevskii, Kolonial'naya politika.., vol. 1, p. 373.

2 Dana Lyn Sherr(2007)y, "Imperial Alchemy: Resettlement, Ethnicity, and Governance in the Russian
Caucasus, 1828-1865", PhD Thesis, University of California, p. 8.
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Tadeusz Swietochowski(1985), Russian Azerbaijan, 1905-1920, the Shaping of National Identity in a
Muslim Community, Cambridge: p. 8

3 Zobov, vol. 4, p. 151.
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1 Baddley, The Russian Conquest of the Caucasus, p. 97; Michael Whittock((1959), "Ermolov-Proconsul
of the Caucasus", Russian Review, 18/1 , p. 55; King, The Ghost of Freedom, p. 45.
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