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A study on the graves and tombs at Islamic era in Sistan

(Case Study: Zahak)

Marjan shahraki farkhondeh'

Abstract: Interment as well as paying attention to the afterlife subject has been
enjoyed special significance among people from all ethnic groups. So we witness an
evolution in this practice regarding religious rituals in different periods even in one land.
Sistan, with no exception, experiencing such evolution, began the tradition of tomb
building not earlier than the sixth century AH. Based on survey and library sources, this
research seeks to investigate on the evolution of interment ritual and characteristics of
tombs in Zahak area in Sistan. The findings show that the evolution had not only been
affected by geographical elements but also ancient traditions and religious beliefs.

Moreover, economic conditions and religious diversity among inhabitants is considerable.

Key words: Islamic era, Sistan, Zahak, interment, tomb
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1 Child,V.G(1957), The Down of the European Civilization, London, p35.
2 Binford,L.R. and Binford,r(1968), New Perspectives in Archaeology, Chicago.
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2 Azarpay,G.(1981) The Islamic Tomb Tower:A Note on Its Genesis and Singnificance, Essays in
Islamic Art and Architecture in Honor of katharina Otto-Dorn, ed.A. De neshvari. 11.
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1 Chapman, R. Kinness, I, and Rand s borgk (1981), The Archaeology of death, Cambridge, p7.
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