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Investigating the Role of Mulla AlT Qshjt in
Transferring Knowledge from Samarqgand School to
Ottoman Emperorship

Iraj Nikseresht *
Sadegh Shahriyar?

Abstract: Scientific policy-makings and type of relations of rulers with each other are
effective in development and transfer of knowledge and culture. Ottoman government usually
was in peace with Timurid. This led to scientific and cultural relationships between both
territories ruled by these two emperorships. This paper is focused on the role of Mulla Al
Qushji in transferring knowledge of astronomy and mathematics from Samargand School to
Ottoman schools. It will be shown that how Qushji, after collapsing school and Samargand
observatory after the death of its founder, i.e. Ulugh Beg, transferred a huge volume of
scientific information to Ottoman country, up to the pint that its impacts were seen even at
early of era of European scientific revolution. Qashji’s effectiveness is not only noticeable in
transferring knowledge of mathematics and astronomy, but also in forming new scientific
schools in Ottoman territory. Also, we will see that how collapsing a scientific school causes
development of new scientific schools in another territory.

Keywords: Qushji, Timurid, Samarkand, Ottoman government, Astronomy

1 Assistant professor, Institute for the History of Science, University of Tehran, nikseresht@ut.ac.ir

2 M.A. in History of Science of Islamic Era, Institute for the History of Science, University of Tehran,
sadegh.shahriar@gmail.com


http://www.sid.ir

"\ Slode (59bl pol 4 WS yosw Ay I giSld JUSI jo abigd Aedo s oy

L 98 (5 1 sl 93 9 s 93 Hllels Ol y g0
sl aslsl 3 AVY JLo b gl 5535 o8 @ pls (6 4 Jls yses S e )
ok £VF Al Y/ GAN o oadled YV o ol ey 08 4 \.’ig\.@; "y
ST Sl o) 4T ol 48 e ols e b ans 1y Sl syl w335 5l s
5 e 4 Sl o 555 ol 726 5 S el G G 6,8 S
£l S e 3y S ¥ ke 5 558 o e Ko A8 e 3 ,8L5 Bles e
O ses e S il oige 1y 0l ge 5 laes o ey e S 2 e b

Dol oy a5y ahy 4y 5 a5 4 05 ol e 3 Kol 5

Sl liS 528 HEls 5 5K e o5 850 b ol ses Al S 5
L @i e U5 e 55 e 5w o) Bal gl S (glos 28 sladlio 5 a8 GUlons
N SLE gy Ll 5 o oo () s 55 o ol o izl S
SIS Baas i gl gass > Sas e sems (Ko Bl A 353 401y 35 5 by
ol 3 e e lad i 5 i g ol e S5 i sl gl 8T
2 sleghed J)

Jsndn JLENS 5 )50 ‘)—:i'?‘\—fu“\—iwjéﬁ@&iﬂj o glaoda )3
w3 S IS et g ysbl sl ( J5UT ) im0l Sleen g in g 36 5 el
e cosda 253 5l ey okl (bl o 5 55 Gy o 3l olge &
Lo 58U 1 Slae e Ko 55008 Tl oy b 993ee om0 ez 3 50 e 935573k
adlallan 7 & B5e (1) (50 Laome ke 0203 ()3 95 as sl 53 5 31 3 28
5355 Joas Sl gl s 585 e 20 4G ) 5 Laoms e b
by 5 elamt o 0 5 o8 ey el 3 WL 4 ) e e S

cﬁjpéajugj)\)a@\&oj)&.w\u}b)J\iﬁQ\)jsa\ﬁd\.e\.wu\r;,a

Ol 3 e 5 Convliows o8 LOVAY) 3032568 o il i S 2925 (lhjgond CongS ;0 208 LSl )Ly )
(oo SHLal o8 (gl G Aoz o g pand dge

Y o (ol hlail sl sl Cglng dez 5 i mad Sy 4 ol s COlnl 0 550 YY) jaygy 50 ¥

YU o oS el 25 oply] e a5 o)l 5 VYA (ysial o o5 )] 5 gp o ¥

b dolilnd Kaibailan i (VWAR) (gl dgams 14 05 g5y dritbailand b oy o i dallas gl ¥
YAV e YA A e o]


http://www.sid.ir

IWAD July e 8loss uiciiad Jlw oM/ g, b olelo VAY

=58 o 20y e 0 smand 5 4l adke ) Doy sla e 3 Slodes id
e s ol e Olabool e 51 ey e ol & G 5 0 300 Jbes 3l
L el 5 e uﬁwému@\wwﬁ\;j@M)umdawdwJx
P UNEUCCITE A VST el 3ol 2 sloe 1 0 55 g ol 28 )
Sl a8 a5 Al (S5 ol (60 w225l 5 023 5b) (5 2en w3 5 048 093
an by GBlas 953 Bl s cabie g sl b olisl a4 oS dasl ys Sl olede
o Rlen 559 53 (S5 Badlis o o5 ol ol M 285758 ) 5
Les 53 (Sl 6l o glebliss Jalsy oo 5910 1) Slat 5 o)) o 5ol e
g Jaly) e 2,5 D glia 1) ol 5wl Glade 4 e ol a3l sl ole o
2 Sl ) e & S35 390 ool 3 o e S ge el 51 S
OISl 33 99 o 3y Nianl (e B S5 3
3 Ol e r§> b Jellor 4 5 s (A8 o Lammaiy e Sl
OB WP S by oy et mmte ) oy el ol B0
S (9 83 )2 S Dbl 5 ks 5 as W sie 8 e 53 AP Dl s g5
LATY gl by i b S 15 Sl jaied 39 5 55 48 0m By Sis
oy e elrllor 53 sl 53 5587 Jae o S w5 leslas oSS sl 3 AT
s V) el el Sime S o 2y ) 2285l o i gol Dby o -
Soid) 5 4 e e 030328 S e law b 350 0 ol 4

s 00y lde,) Sgeote dax i s 4S5 g late (g,5b) o] A L (VYY) ol (> o jsaibinl iy 0sS oS )
5 s late abg, 2o (VYAR) ()i e ¥ V-1 0Y ao o i d Ciglas (590, (b bl ol Lacs]
ARACARA ¢ ) ‘\Eafy.wl C")b amsf

e e sul.o.m (S o \

cesodnl O b390] g ol Lzl lasl 0T o) 15 osiol malllgsl oz 5 e A, 6\ YEF) o (5595 s ¥
R :\_0714 “_s_a)L....-/u..w_.uj ‘_é_:LA...c L;)}Ag.w/‘(\\“VV)WMI ST .\....5 o5 e a?/\—a?vua.«a
_ O »23 30008+ By

4 Fazhoglu, Thsan (2007), “Qushji: Abt al Qasim Ala al Din Ali ibn Muhammad Qush¢i zade”, Thomas

Hockey et al. (eds.). The Biographical Encyclopedia of Astronomers, Springer Reference, New York:

Springer, p.947.
5 Saliba, George (2004). “Reform of Ptolemaic Astronomy at the Court of Ulugh Beg”, Studies in the History

of Exact Sciences in Honour of David Pingree, Edited by Charles Burnett, Jan Hogendijk, Kim Plofker and
Michio Yauo, Bills: leiden, p.813.


http://www.sid.ir

VAY Slode (59bl pol 4 WS yosw Ay I giSld JUSI jo abigd Aedo s oy

4503\)\.3\3@)’)33\63\.3.‘23\C).ﬁiQéj\gu\.w\w\bcu\@cﬁjgb(@%@j)
u,\&@;wm);.u):d‘»-»\ajub.\fb)gj\ﬁwr}w‘n;u_\uﬁ&\@
FOWPLNEEEN

S 5 5T 55 5 338 a1 loyss it Sl S e 3l g
o Qe a5 hi i V) rsb ol a5 o o G 35 D g
aes TA%JU,J_,V@Q IS s 5 e Sl YL s S B Cuns b
- . v . .. T . . "
J‘\L,(:@:szscj_;} C,._w\o.x_;’;uyd\ﬁéb\ﬁjdbcﬁdfw\un)}w\bjﬁ
098) el Al Sl i e e 23l e 2E el 1,0 ol e
B ) e G900l 455 5558 9y 3,5 A sl ol K GAVY Sl g3 1)
3;:&9)ijj\;;.«\c\g«é\é.\"’w[)\h)u»\gu:bj\ﬂobj\}.&od\x&36y)\3ajj\}
e L 5L aisms el Sses a nlg s g5 2SS 5b ol bl 4 euse b
4_;\.&5.,4\:\ L)M 2209 \_/.9) J}o\*«:‘ 4.5 AVA Ju BN (d\’?‘“’b) oJ\y\;-) U‘“\':e‘)b\
o a aelsl g aS el 5l B s glaaion 3 5l s TGl S oy
Q\.@Y‘j r)\{ ‘v‘“’\"“t)\’) m)\...w\u cu‘.d\.o.«/b)\...w JA\.«J j\ ‘_,J\wab ZJ? C,o-\bj: v..b\?
3248 adly by sl S oo il laane ) ool 3 K 5 oS e
2 B 0b) 4 o2 5 2 L) % o S il ol padse 4 16

EEA S U PRV PRI PRE PRy e PRS- S S WY . i
2 ST iz e 4 e b )b by a4 e Ay A gl ies e S
c)\_ﬁ\ aJL«u_w}/{;‘? JLJQQ\}?UA \.@Tdﬁ»)\gw\ oile 6\>“" )\ J’\ u““\“‘“’d\’J d)90
w2338 3 Jgaled 32, 3AVA J gl oo oy 93 23y & b 25

VRS SUVPTIC: JVONE- WSS A M V5 NCA B ST g
33 5,8 s K mwﬁﬁafulaﬁz;\}mu&a\ Vs AY Jl ol

1 Saliba, ibid.
DDA oo o ol a1y aS oS5 Y
..l_vmo_w).)‘_s_buiqf/‘][o QMMWJEOAAJ} wf‘(\\“/\/\) LS“)"""' A.J““"'”?“ TURWLY o5 JL..o )9.‘943 Y
ooy Sl sl yes o wal Cplnal dlps slie Y/
MO o Ll o] o5 5T gt daz 5 e Colh, 4 g gans Glisle? OYVA) yasg) o F


http://www.sid.ir

IWAD July e 8loss uiciiad Jlw oM/ g, b olelo VAY

et 1y ol 050 593 4SS cn Ko w3 &S 0 giadils o) o) o3l 30 6
) oS 5 s lagiils 4 Sl bl lgp s il e ol ol S 5 S
T les g ) ey Sl e CK“’ 5948 il ) ety 3 Sl 2

562 058 % 6 W 5 S8 o Ul el S 8 8 o 4l J 2 0
(S i o5 o )Ll 0 g gl 53 W85 Sy S i g5 oS el 2
o 33 el Gl o 35 5l K a7y 555 By pme Wiy 5 e pis
g L 8 o 33 03952 2 gums (o

Jw ys g us je SAANATINS 8| PRSI V- SUNEI- W V- WNCE) | VC S W
s 3 el A e ) ol lens 5 855 3 ey b & RVEY /L GATY
e e 5l Al g B oy 35T Bl
(5 Dlid (ol dan sl (B gmiioms LY g o) 35038 3l sy e
Ly acuyde ol Lo g Jils shias (63 jews ol 55, ST il e 5 JLEST sl
FOP P S FOg- R PN

235 3N Sidl sl il ey akel 5 g sy slaas s 5 7,005 S 5o 5l gy
d\}M).u;\adjjj\@.wdbwgwagbjjeq-ﬁjwyg.wgﬁa?
6503 AaSons o plen 53 ol Al aalsl g e b 5l 5 e e U
52l B e Sy aiziS 50 S e Soe S o Sl 5 sl LS
Tl e Hlate A 5 ele ol (g8 IS e 5 s ol 1 A8 e r g

I e e e S s 5T o e el e e ol Sl
sl 03,92 305 o 5l 523 53 o) o B 2 gy 5 e caeal Wl 5 andls

FYY o eysls aIS 3 5105 o Sliae, dme s &y espect) 5,5V YYD) (g0 yans oliclgs )
TV o otz SLUE 55 spsian] (e G o/l 5 Sy OTTE) W5 sl mssVy ¥
IV ooles gl Y
N oles ¥
5 Fazlioglu(2008), p.10.

YEY (o oolod ¢(5i8 yos oLy
bl o 5 i 8 daxl oS g9 55wl pl 4 lg oo 0ad ol e 5l iy Sledlbl S (gl
il gy el io ojlo i e (aisel 5 psle Sl sale SLanil 3550 SRag 5 I dle S I

S Sisel 5 pole Slis 0l Ol izl 5 sale sloole 5 lalejl i (VYO0
8 Fazlioglu(2008), p.12.

< Y


http://www.sid.ir

VAL Slode (59bl pol 4 WS yosw Ay I giSld JUSI jo abigd Aedo s oy

a5k 3l (sl 5 D) Jio 5) o3 5 Sty aile ames o5le 4875 itas )
W e 5 e Tl 5 05 5 ey )38 5w Hla ) 7 b b s g i
6 Bl gl 0l ) st 050 W1 ) e 5SS s 31T SL
. /, . . .. . . . . N \

SN ol b e e B 23l Ol s Jie lstea e oles al 50 e 00
B rj_w d\ﬁ-r.cﬁi&\; S8 r@)u Gl olgea rfo a )Y sae a\f.)\ib slazal s
il s ookl 5 ol (85 6 ¢ il 5 (s

5 \ai, S5 a4l mepdhe Sl ) 5 ppom an Sl saeddle ol
sel ity ool 5 eleimt ol ol 0¥ i i€ o o) i glaay o
248 oxnl i 5 e e e Jils (sl o) 2l) (sl 535 0138 51
I 03 Qb)}w) QY}M u\JUX&\)\ vg" cJJ\J dla; L;j\.&.w 3)? A 8\}

(o) 335 5 ol 5 Jis Jodle SO sy s ol 4 @) 25 5
‘uw\w)&u\ﬁ‘j\uwmfjwwabw)jmjmwbjjs)\wSMW
L U i Wl o B 3 e b STy oSCon by (655 o3l e S0 LA
5 s s as by o1 ade O e A3 e By s STUS ) s 53l sl
aalsl \_AUPLGA u_:\ 6}3_44 J:i«\w.w\ ol QM) C.‘)).\B d;)\ A Ju.)j u)\.&.& uﬁwd;

S W A N . - . & oo w . .

=29 "\"‘}‘-‘I’g‘-\;WJJ\JMﬁ‘”@ﬁ".”%‘&t)b){\-‘ufﬁ“ﬁfjbij\ﬁ
WMy e e, (Glais 4o ol ol glde O 2o ()l gie o Glallas ys ool yh
D alge oS 0 L s laie asblndl @ 50 5 a0 5033 53 oS Gl el
cd)LJ.é v_..\o- u_)&— uf.\_‘\c})\; He= &L,;\ uﬁ\.u\ ;'Mujes ui\ B FEI 03 gad Aﬁb\ ¢.L3\o.>;
2350 i 4 el 31 S00 sl 5ol o ol o s (i (o0 01 20

Wl o el (00 e 2 Lo s Lele 0 2 lgo s Cam g 1) o Jele s 31
3 ohee 35a) il IS ale o 0B 5 70 5 78 a0 5 DL slae S 303
Sl S 655 wle o 5 e e 5 e gl ol 5 plolee sl oo ST,
"5 )8 B Al oyl 5 s 3 550 diails 4 L) W 4 48 ) )5 g5k e S

MAe lod ey, )
M o Y b A @Dl i b olilind & Bl o593 15 o)l sale ST O¥AR) [3T ieS 5 cpgp ¥

3 Fazlioglu(2008), pp. 20-21.
DY o plor wilju> F


http://www.sid.ir

YA july e 6 ko piid Jlw oM/ go , U Olalllao VA#

u:,a\a-viwj)\@szuwu)\.wwcsﬁu?\@au\w\bvﬂ\wQLA)J\:Q\

Gt J53 U8 95 Jlsle sl @ (b B D arlee S 8a )b ol s
g)\—"’u“&\JQL_“'\)“:"—‘“@MQ\'SJ\""’\}JJJU\?’MOJ\))‘\‘}JJ\'>‘>}>'3
9o ) s W g3 Sl Y 2 5 g 3> b B 1S S e
O F IS RWIR P P PO R I A JEPR RNV VSO W W
C)M-“)\-.’)bJDJQJJJ“’).\-WbJ\)sQ%J\:‘B\DJ}‘J:‘SV:‘}\J\?kSD‘)é\V&J:’
Ly s) g eslin 3 dladsd ol gl s el 5 b ) Glie 4 e 2d B LS 3l Wame
Sy e 23 S 15 s gl 1 VT 55 555 S s by 4
Q\"ﬁ&‘?d\j&“’ﬁ)ﬁjﬁ\dk}\uﬁ“ﬁ}&:’““*“6%@\;‘)36’\5@°JU\
<l d s JE W g 5 435 3 5 Jliad 3590 cad 5 damo Sl S35 4 Ao
Al ool S 53 o e oS L Aol lSKal el syl Sepn ax S1asdly 53 ol
w Jside ol el )3 Name e jslie 5 30 olgeas (b oy o1 313415 39
see S 9o Gl a3 s o el ol g I Bl 2 J
5235 3l Uiy Sl 0399 0 )0 a5 &5 8 1ok ool g3 S B B 5 A ooy Jlele
c\.g.Jui'rL’ao)\b\éf&ZJJJ%a%w)\.\pdadg&:}\.QLZ)}JJ)\MCSBJ&»&QM«J
jd@)uﬁa\‘zywvh@jjojjijmmr}kv@uha\dmafo)yd\
g u.JbJ\_A er& B 4;,5\.0 c\{} Gl sls dS9>39 w)\.,\a O?.\J\‘S)D d\.fb‘b’&-\@)
ooy St adsl WS o855 ety 55 ke o LS )5 5 does Sl
75 ) ey @3 plasl L5 a7 gla se o) st o S 4 gtae gla e ) 3o
BN u—"”\" 6&4’.')33‘)‘*.}’@ o)\b\ M\:wj w\-“\ju")\'\‘ O‘.’.\ (o W;\S \_gs})\)éﬂ
Sl 534S 3kl bags p JaS by puslhe il g3 3 5el bl 3 5\
@\)w_“s;,tw\iJjguafmdwg\uﬁajw%yw;ﬁj
mdi)w)bﬁb\“dwdfb\du@j\édj)g—,’j\”\gd:{*\;vub\’
@By ol gea &;m)mmjajs\?‘i\ Ly sl Lo jlden 4 B g yan duw yde

HA-0A 8 ‘ULQ.Q m.b‘)')..\ﬁp \
o )locs A es3las (sogn da 5 y@dl o b dalilind o oz (6 y5bol sl o jlre IV YAS) slig) Ll ] JuST ¥
0O o ¥ Judess


http://www.sid.ir

AV Slode (59bl pol 4 WS yosw Ay I giSld JUSI jo abigd Aedo s oy

) olis ol 350l DU Al L)) e B sal o i ol s el
el 63 905 255 B

Al adly 51 )90 Wl e man e35 peolde ol b a8 s )
OTMJdj_wu;\u,@\_ﬁ,mﬁ,ﬂaw,mu@f'\rupﬁ_z;yxf@u'\
asbd s j> oS ol &“,\w:@‘w\ amsls Hl| g3 i aS oo el )l B o
psle Sl endee 5l oM b ol ipne 48 oas ASTE b o3 6l e
by Gtlac e 5> SKoall S ol 4 e 3 S0y oo ol Al dies g o2 e
ROt Pe w2 4y e phe 5> K ol slaeS ;i) o ST Js 1y o1 el

ju\bwug”\wx@rujm@w»?wwww&i\@\m
Ll el oy JoalS e ) 50 ko 532 w009 03151 o g1 (651850 e
Sladlinly 5590l Adl 4 55 90] glasl B 1l 5 s 35 5 laled)
i g5 b e ) o ol il Jlom o s ol 0387 a5 e o o)
I e N R P P W I BT S EV P BEPRES PN =
ROV POV W B JUP SRr S SR PSP S B NV RV

o ol (3 Bl 5 e 3 i S50 s o)l oS & S len
Olgsan aids o gle 4 Sl s Ky o8 o)l iy o) el s o IS 6 2
IS 55 o 9 A8 e Al 5 b 528 el 0 pse 5SS 8 s
o1 Ul i e o 6 oo Wl 035 5 ey i D 553 ol 706 53 4 S
sl B 5 e T 50 lSe 5 ol 4 4B e 35 dime Sl s 3
s kel e g el 5 ol Sien 43S o i oo S i b o A
23 3ame gl 475 8 el 31 i S e e e S S
AP Hs S S Gl Bl O sde 4 G5 el iz 025 edly Gl il

NOF o led slegl st )
NOV-VOF ao lon ¥
AOA o oles Y

oS g, ¥

George Saliba (1991), “The Astronomical Tradition Of Maragha: A Historical Survey And Prosepects for
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