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The Role of the Iranian Scribes in the Development
and Evolution of the Ottoman Court Scribe during
the Reign of Selim | & Sileyman the Magnificent
(1512- 1566 AD)

Taher Babaei!
Seyyed Ahmadreza Khezri®
Hassan Hazrati®

Abstract: During the 10" century AH, the Ottoman reign, which reached its apex in the
ages of Selim | and Sileyman the Magnificent, was flourished and developed in many
aspects of court, administrative, military, economy and art because of numerous factors. In
this research, the role of Iranians in the artistic and bureaucratic writings of the Ottoman
Empire has been considered as one of the important factors in development and progress of
the Ottomans’ during the century. The historical documents, sources, and related studies
indicate that the Iranian scribes played a significant role in two aspects of writing: book
design and administrative writings. An increase in the number of books by transcription of
religious, literary, historical and scientific works, artistic inventions, the transfer of Iranian
artistic heritage into the Ottoman Empire, strengthening of court writing, and providing a
skillful personnel were some of those activities that led to the reinforcement, development
and expansion of court writings. These efforts along with other policies in the different
sectors of government brought about the Ottomans’ glory in the 10" century AH.

Keywords: Ottoman administration, Ottoman art, Iranian scribes/Katibs, Selim | &
Suleyman the Magnificent
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1 ‘Yasemin Yayla (2001), Kanuni Sultan Sileyman devri Osmanl: devletinde birokratik yap:, yiiksek lisans
tezi, Stileman Demirel Universitesi, Sosyal bilimler enstitlisu tarih anabilim dali, pp 128- 129; Yusuf Sarinay
(2010), Osmanl: Bashakanlik arsivi rehberi, Istanbul: T.C. Bashakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Mudurlugd,
p 238.
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3 Pelin (Filiz), Bozcu (2010), Osmanl: Saray:nda Sanatc: ve Zanaatc: Tegkilat: Ehl-: Hiref, Uzmanhk Tezi,
Istanbul: T.C. Kuiltiir ve Turizm Bakahg:, Kiiltir Varhklar ve Miizeler Genel Midiirligi, p 21.
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1 Aysin Yoltar-Yildirim (2000), “An Accomplished Artist of the Book at the Ottoman Court: 1515- 1530”,
M.Ugur Derman 65 Yas Armagan:, (Ed.l.C.Schick), Istanbul:Sabanci Universitesi iletisim merkezi, p 605.
2 ldem, p 604.

3 ldem, p 605.

4 Yildiray Ozbek, (2004), Stkri-i Bitlisi Selimnamesi minyatiirleri, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, no: 17,
p 163.

5 Gilsen Tezcan (2007), Ali SirNevayi Hamse ve divanlarini resimleri: Topkap: Saray: Muzesi ve

Kutiiphanesin ‘deki drnekleri, Doktora tezi, Ankara:Hacettepe Universitesi Sosyal bilimler Enstitiist, p 106.
Ozbek, p 151.
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Farsca- Arapca divanlariin kisa kiinyesi”, Divan Edebiyat: Arast:rmalar: Dergisi, no:11, p 103).
9 Aysin Yoltar Yildinm (2009), Ottoman decorative arts, Ankara: Ministry of culture and tourism, p78.
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1 Yoltar Yildinm, lbid, p 75. Lale Ulug, (2008), “The Common Timurid Heritage of the Three Capitale of
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4 Esin Atil (1987), The Age of Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent, Washington DC: National Gallery of Art, p
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