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Welfare and Health during Reza shah’s Reign asreported by the
Newspaper Shafagh-e- sorkh

Elham Malekzadeh®

Abstract

Charitable institutions developed and increased after the constitutional
revolution of ya.s. These institutions were considered as representative of a

modern social order and an example of a new development. After the fall of
the Qaar dynasty, the government of Reza Shah took a more active role in
health and welfare by ingtitutionalizing charitable foundations. Charitable
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institutions advertised in newspapers which were one the government’s
forums of propaganda.

The newspaper Shafag-e Sorkh, one of the more important publications of the
Reza Shah era, focused on the socio political questions and also paid constant
attention to the devel opment of charitable institutions. This newspaper isthus
arich source of information on charitable foundations and their organizations.
The present article analyzes articles in Shafag-e Sorkh which help to
illustrate social conditionsin early twentieth century Iran and the modernizing
role of the government.

Key words

charitable ingtitutions, welfare, hedth, Reza Shah era, Shfag-e Sorkh,
government policies.
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