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Abstract

The book entitled “ A History of Philosophy” written by Fredrick Copleston. This set
of books is the main source of teaching history of philosophy in the departments of
philosophy at the universities of the country and its volumes have been translated
into Persian by some experts in philosophy. Two volumes of this set are dedicated to
the Modern philosophy of the 17" and 18" centuries: Vol. 4 about Rationalism and
vol. 5 about Empiricism. In vol. 4, after a comprehensive introduction in which the
general specifications of the modern period have been explained, Copleston has
discussed the ideas of the modern rationalists notably Descartes, Pascal,
Malebranche, Spinoza, and Leibniz. The important advantages of the book are
having the educative form and containing the main ideas of any one of those
philosophers. The transator and editor of the book are well-known experts in
philosophy, but because of the careless publication of the book, the book contains a
lot of formal and contextual mistakes which have not been removed by publishers
after several publications. Evaluating the content of the book, this article tries to
refer to some defects of it.
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12. But the fact that Cartesianism is to a large extent dated does not deprive him of
his claim to be considered the father of modern philosophy in the pre-Kantian period.
(Copleston 1985: 152)
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13. In this sense of the word he can be caled adualist (Copleston 1985: 20).
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14. Again, he speaks of ‘opening to each one the road by which he can find in

himself, and without borrowing from any other, the whole knowledge which is essentia
to him for the direction of hislife’ (Copleston 1985: 67).
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15. Among truths of reason are those primitive truths which Leibniz calls ‘identicals
(Copleston 1985: 275)
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16. there is at least no adequate proof that Plato ever identified the absolute Good
with God in his sense of the term (Copleston 1985: 214)
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17. Therefore our happiness will never, and ought not to consist in full joy where
there would be nothing to desire, rendering our mind stupid, but in a perpetua progress
to new pleasures and to new perfections (Copleston 1985: 332).
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