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Abstract

Leo Straus with his writing on Xenophon revives this classical writer’s fame and
station, as a Socratic writer, in relation to Plato. According to Straus, we must see
Xenophon as more important than Plato as a source for learning about historical
Socrates. His Xenophon’s Socratic Discourse (including the English translation of
Xenophon’s oeconomicus) does increase our knowledge about both Socrates and
Xenophon; moreover, it is an instance of applying Straus’s views on reading
philosophical writing by himself in his old age and maturity. Jeyrani’s Persian
translation of this work is of acceptable quality. It is an original text accompanied by
a valuable interpretation in the classical and modern philosophical literature. His
translation can be made better than what it is; and we have proposed something

about this, by the way of comparing a few fragments of the text and its translation.
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“You imply, Socrates, that even money isn’t wealth to one who doesn’t know to use
it. ”
“And you, I think, agree with me to this extent, that wealth is that from which a man
derive profit.”
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“I can also show you that husbands differ widely in their treatment of their wives,

and some succeed in winning their co-operation and thereby increases their estates, while
others bring utter ruin on their houses by their behavior to them.”
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“And it is no less necessary for a farmer to encourage his labourers often, than for a

general to encourage his man. And slaves need the stimulus of good hopes no less, nay,
even more than free men, to make them steadfast.”
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Xenophon, Memorabilia, Oeconomicus, Symposium, Apology, translated by E. C. Merchant &
0. J. Todd, Harvard University Press, 1997.



