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Abstract

The book “Mysticism, East and West” by Rudolf Otto, is one of the most important
examples of comparative studies of mysticism in the world. The discussion of the
East and the West and how they relate to each other is at least for Otto one of the
pillars of the philosophy of religion that has been reflected in this book. Otto sees
mysticism as the kinship of the east and west. The term “Nominus Sacred”, more
than anything else, makes it possible for the Eastern-Western look to be used
because it can go beyond the history and geography of religions. The nature of the
western-eastern philosophy of the comparative religion of Otto first appeared in
1923, in the form of the book of the Holy Idea: The study of the irrational factor in
the idea of the divinity and its relation to the rational, and then published more
widely and deeply in the Mysticism, East and West, published in 1926. The book,
reminding Johann Wolfgang von Goethe' s famous book titled West—Ostlicher Divan
(West—Eastern Diwan), discusses mysticism as a phenomenon that is East-West in
its nature. Explaining this Western-Eastern phenomenon, Otto compares the Hindu
Mystic Shankara to represent eastern mysticism and the Christian Mystic Eckhart to
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represent western mysticism and seeks to provide a model for understanding the
truth of the religion and comparing religious thinkers.
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1-Mysticism East and West: A Comparative Analysis of the Nature of Mysticism
2-West-0stliche Mystik: Vergleich und Unterscheidung zur Wesensdeutung
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Such vision and the men who possessit are not merely affairs of the past.
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- Both men, it is true, are searching for a “knowledge of Being” and it is this
question which cdls forth their most weighty utterances.
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- A processisanatura event, but thisis no event; it is activity, mighty salf-positing,
aprocrestion not under the compultion of laws or blind impulse but in the creative
power and freedom of sublime wonder.
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Otto, Rudolf, West-6stliche Mystik: Vergleich und Unterscheidung zur Wesensdeutung,
Leopold Klotz, Gotha, 1926.

Otto, Rudolf, Bertha L. Bracey (Translator), Richenda C. Payne (Translator) Mysticism East
and West: A Comparative Analysis of the Nature of Mysticism, Macmillan Company,
1932.



