Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences,
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)

Monthly Journal, Vol. 21, No. 12, Winter 2021-2022, 179-202
Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2021.35502.2186

Writing About Historiography:

A Critical Review on the Book
“Historiography and its Developments in Iran and the World”

Nematollah Zakipour*

Abstract

By Adopting a critical approach to reading text, the present article examines and
evaluates the book "Historiography and its Developments in Iran and the World", a
joint work of Hossein Mirjafari and Abbas Ashouri-Nejad. The book reviewed in
this article, which is dedicated to Payame Noor University as a textbook on
"Historiography and its Developments in Iran and the World" as a sourcebook at the
undergraduate level in history, is no exception to this rule. Academic textbooks are
expected to meet the required scientific standards. Despite the authors' efforts to
compile a documentary on historiography, this book has some drawbacks including
lack of a detailed table of contents, index, typographical errors, poor writing and
grammar, the indentation of some sentences, poor citation and documentation, lack
of separation of sources in the bibliography, etc. In terms of the content, formal
considerations and lack of explanation of terms and concepts, improper use of first-
hand sources, unbalanced volume of the sections, the existence of clichéd content,
etc. are also observed. The author of the article tries to review and evaluate the book

and explain its strengths and weakness, to present his suggestions to the authors and
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the textbook publishing council in order to increase the scientific-educational aspect

of this book and its structured quality.
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