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Abstract

The subject of this article is the evaluation and critique of “The Oxford Handbook of
Iranian History” edited by Touraj Daryace. The critic believes that this work,
despite having valuable information, has formal and content problems, including the
references and bibliography of the articles which are not uniform, the articles are not
balanced, the content of the articles does not follow a single pattern, it has not dealt
with some important historical periods, some articles are non-historical and very
specialized, the idea of Iran as a central idea has been neglected and finally, the book
needs to be reviewed in terms of the translation. The type of collection of articles
with a common theme has a single agenda in terms of form and content, but this
collection lacks such a feature in various ways. The book is also caught in the
crossroads of academic writing and attracting non-specialist audiences. The greatest
drawbacks of this work as mentioned above can be considered the negligence of the
study of some expected and important historical periods, which has undeniably
damaged the credibility of the book.
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The establishment of the largest empire in antiquity, one of the most benevolent of any in
world history, if any empire is good, is associated with the Persians. (p. 3)
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Art and ideas brought by the Iranians to the ancient world spread from the Islamic world
to the Christian West. (p. 4)
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Persians, as the Greeks knew them then, were ruled by a king who represnted the
epitome of absolute monarchy. (p. 4)
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These clashes, remembered and studied, also helped create the idea in post-Renaissance
Europe of the conflict of modern West versus the East or the Orient. (p. 4)
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The word /ran and the idea it represents originally came from the mythical homeland of
Aryans. In the sacred text of the Zoroastrians, the Avesta, specifically the hymns
dedicated to Yazatas, or those worthy of having sacrifices made to them, we find heroes
and kings offering sacrifices so they can rule over what is known as the "Expanse of the

Aryans." (p. 5)
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Khayyam was also a philosopher and in a way an agnostic, or, as some have claimed, an
atheist. This fact becomes evident in his poetry, which did not receive due attention.
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While nomadic invasion from the southeast had ended the pre-Muslim era, the nomadic
invasion from the steppes in the northeast also brought new conquerors.

(sle Shexr S

czj_ga,\ﬁ_.ﬂjol_i\igr%U\‘_}?ﬁéfigj;g-j\JJKJL{L:{L};“L}LQWcSuﬂ;-);
(V¥ o) dls ol jem 4y lo3b Olsils G padled glac sl Ols Kbl (ke

(o gin (G



YW (o S 3150) 2p08ST JRag Olp) Al OUS 5 g0

30 0303 0Ll pdlullig jae 4 B g a1 013 Kby e &S J> s

RS\ SOV PP

AO

In a supremely ironic manner, then, the concept of Iran, a semi-ethnic/national/linguistic
identity that preserved over millennia in the face of innumerable obstacles, extended
periods of foreign rule, and seismic religious upheavals, was itself only fashioned in the
Islamic era, for no historical narrative, however unreliable or primeval, has reached us
from its long pre-Islamic past. (p 232)

(le Shexr 5

oduas HLSS f.;\.ﬁ Lguuj_djj Q&;Kﬁ Q.;.«Sb— L;:lea L;Lbe)j.ﬁ UL@J& c‘),a
3 e Ol 33 5 L3 seidS esls S 15 ol jae ol 4 sl pls
e LS (gl e s e oS L slazel B e b Sl &R 2573 Ok el

(va—YV? (J'M> C.a..w‘ a.)\:.w) LA C.M.»JJ‘\..!

(Slginy S S

S ol g a2 gn S5 Ol psgie el 5l SLIS (55 bas s L

CaSl> (g0 1 <6LM)):ULQ_J:J.; t?lj,al_g‘\_g.ng,o): Jb;\},ﬁ)‘\uﬁﬁ‘_}é
c@ﬁﬁ&%‘ﬁjbiﬁﬂ 4.5)‘51 r‘j.ﬁ oM:QK}' deJw L;Ubuj.:jj QK;K:.:
L;'Nj_lo&ULALJ:..#Lgc_.i.lfj—«gﬂj;wp\&lsﬁé.ugjm—ﬁ)l:c,ib)@.a\ﬁ)

~¢*~‘°%«“}L°C-Mef}€—i‘¢ﬁ‘

S 5 b S

Ol snsa8 b e Sl LS Sl S A a3 S slane i 23S i ol 3
O o 5 b Sl 5 g o Jima 5 i gh 5538 51 ol 3 cpl 5 e o i oS
A S e el 4 81,5 Ol )b Olbls o s 53 oS Cs JL S
5okl s e 3l el Ol G s cilae U 1y s Sleds 5 1 1K Yl



VEe o Ll A 5l N Sl o e ool slanolip 5 Gigis (50T Aol 2053 WV

Gt s 13 (gl 5,50 Slaasiia I b (slas sezme 20 LA i v
0255 0350 QBT gl S 5 Slelr ) 0358 Gy SIS S ol 51 1 e
08 S S Al LS s o0 balg 5 R b anglie s SVl >

LS ol and g (o 3 e 3 DV e sla i ol e
OL g Ol pl (gousl elilon g5 Jslog Sl s a5 35 50 o ldl o (Gl 0 QS iy 5 S
OB s 5 (S 31 (S S sbay Sl 5 oL 5l oS s 4o same (6 S5 (Gt
56 b goi Sl gl SVl S el 4B S 15 05 oS 5 gl s 5
Glag b o3 3 K 3l ol OB 3 5 ilodd 4z ) pmeass &) yots
Ales S5 pe Lol o Ol 06 g Il 51 (7 LS S o2 i 4 sases
3 A s Slali il s g s s ged 3 sl Gaer 5 LIS s 0 2V

o3l i LS B IS ) S8l psgie s Lins o 55 L Sl
Sl ia iyl SLeSbl 055 Ll 355 Ly 35T 20 2 0Ll A b o pamee

L;M);(._a))_?lLAJ|%L_>;);r.aJJJ&J:A\‘LSMBM&BC.M\L;Y&&I

D ) e § Blday (S - )l

el 55 ST Sl 13,8 o)Ll 31 55 ol o 0155 e S 3l azes ol Ol 310
Ol O3 858 Oglan 5 WWAY (s 8100, 65 sl 5L d (aam 5 dlaall/
A S Sl YA S o0l (et o Star S polre (G000 U 0Ll O 00
534S ey Sl 5l Sl el 13 Jil 3 4 (V0 oKl 515 e
Sl (huarl [ 48 en 55 oy

L5 Ol Ol 15 il ] C 3 =) Do a4 S i 5 o] ol i (gl Y
AYA0 5 251088 wgsbe OLL

Pl ot e Slasela pl b OLLL 6555 gl ¥

Kathryn Babayan, Mystics, Monarchs, and Messiahs, Cambridge, Massachusetts:
Harvard Center for Middle Eastern Studies, 2002.
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Kathryn Babayan, "The Cosmological Order of Things in Early Modern Safavid
Iran," in Massumeh Farhad and Serpil Bagci, eds., Falnama: The Book of Omens,
London: Thames & Hudson Ltd., 2010, pp. 246-255.
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