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Therole oflocal management in improving resilience to
natural disasters with emphasis on floods

Case study: Cheshmeh Kileh basin in Tonekabon Country and
Sardabrood basin in K elardasht Country

Seyed Ali Badri* ', Mehdi Ramezanzadeh Lasboei?, Ali Asgary * Mojtaba Ghadiri Masom * Mohammad Salmani °

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the performance of local management and knowledge of local authorities in relation to the principles of disaster management and re -
silience building. The case study is the rural areas situated in the basins of Cheshmeh Kileh and Sardabrood, which are both tourist attractions and are experiencing significant
investments inoutdooractivities in the interest of tourism development. Contradictorily the area is faced with highrisks of flood, for example, a flood in 201 1 imposed a financial
damage of estimated 500 billion Rials to the region. Descriptive —analytical methods were used in this applied research to evaluate the 10 principles of resilience management in
thelocal level. The local authorities consisting of the members and chairmen of Islamic councils, district councils and village councils were chosen as the target group for this re -
search. Using the existing literature on the subject of resilience and accounting for the geographical , social, cultural and economic state of the area , a questionnaire was designed
and the dataregarding the 10 principles was gathered. Results show that the condition of the studied sample is satisfactory in terms of ‘organization and coordination’, ‘manage -

ment and protection of infrastructure"and Tand -use and building rules and regulation’. However in the case of the other 7 principles, the region needs more efficient planning..

Key words: natural hazards, resiliency, flood, Cheshmeh Kile basin, Sardabrood basin, rural areas.
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