Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 9, No. 39
August-September 2021
Research Article

b <

AT

The Magic of the Knot in the of the Iranian Folklore

Maryam Haghi*!, Fereshte Mahjoub?

Abstract
Knots and related issues, which are among the most controversial

topics in magic, are widely used in folklore culture and have been
addressed in mythology. Knot magic is one of the types of
homeopathic (imitation) magic and it can be divided into two types of
positive magic and negative magic. The most important and frequent
functions of magic knot are healing, marriage, pregnancy, asking for
rain, stopping the rain, finding the lost, closing the malicious tongue,
closing the groom, and so on. Recognizing and exploring the magic of
the knot as part of the popular culture familiarize us with popular
beliefs, thoughts, and spirits. The statistical population of this article is
Iran and the method is library research and reference to popular
cultural books. In this article, an attempt has been made to classify,
describe, and evaluate the most important applications of knot magic
in the folklore culture of the Iranian people with a descriptive-
analytical approach.
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Introduction

Research Background

Knot has many symbolic meanings such as infinity, marital bond,
agreement, as well as ambiguity, complexity, difficult work,
entanglement, worry (see Jobs, 1962, translated into Farsi by
Bagapour, 2016, p. 706). They are opposite to each other, but in
particular the node means the stabilization of a known state of
concentration and density. Terms such as knot at work, untie knot, or
basic knot exist in most languages. Untying the knot on the one hand
indicates crisis and death, and on the other hand, resolution and
liberation (Shevalier and Gheerbrant, 1982, ttranslated into Farsi by
Fazaeli, Volume 4/ p. 723). Because of these meanings and concepts,
knot is one of the most important and widely used forms of magic
around the world.

In works written about mythology, the magic of the knot is
sometimes briefly mentioned, including the book Golden Bough by
Fraser and the book Images and Symbols by Eliade. Some related
articles are: "Folk therapy among the Iranian people by Zolfaghari
(2013), "Cancel the magic" (Blokbashi, 2002), but so far no
comprehensive and independent research on the magic of the knot in
the folklore of the Iranian people has been done.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

Knot magic has many applications in the folklore of the Iranian people
in the form of positive magic and negative magic. By studying the
magic of the knot as one of the most widely used magics in the
folklore of the Iranian people, it is possible to better understand their
spirits, aspirations, and concerns. This article seeks to answer these
questions: What are the most important uses of the knot magic in the
folklore of the Iranian people? Do Iranians use more positive or
negative magic? How to use knot magic in different cases?
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Knot magic can be considered as a kind of homeopathic or imitation
magic that is formed according to the law of similarity. Knot magic,
like other magics, can be used in two forms: positive magic
(beneficial) and negative magic (evil). "Two aspects of this type are
seen in all magical-religious applications of knots and strings. In
general, what is important and fundamental in all these magical and
magical-therapeutic customs is the direction of the force that is "tied"
in every kind of captivity, in every action, and this "orientation™.
"These actions may be positive or negative, depending on whether
they are taken for 'benefit’ or 'harm' or for 'defense and attack™
(Eliade, 1991, translated into Farsi by Mohajeri, 2020, p. 127)

Conclusion

Knot magic is one of the most important and widely used types of
magic in folklore. Belief in the magical effect of knots has existed
since time immemorial. This belief is not unique to the Iranian people,
but exists in the folklore of many countries. This magic can be
considered as a kind of homeopathic (imitation) magic because in the
folklore belief, tying or untying a knot can lead to creating or solving
a problem. In folklore, we encounter two types of magic, positive and
negative. What the knot magic does in each situation depends on the
personal intention of the person who uses the magic. In general, it can
be said that in the folklore of the Iranian people, the use of knot magic
to solve problems (including illness, infertility, abortion, marriage,
drought, evil eye, loss of objects, etc.) is more frequent. Although the
use of this magic is more in times when a problem arises, sometimes
special times such as the 13th of Farvardin or the last Wednesday of
the year are chosen for it. Knots are made on different objects such as
yarns of different materials, ropes, fabrics, clothes, tents, scarves,
grass, animal intestines, etc., and sometimes seven-colored or black
and white ropes are used. The number of nodes is sometimes unknown
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and SOMETIMES they are One, Seven, T0rty or a hundred. SOmetimes a
certain person has to tie or untie the knot, for example, an old woman,
an immature child, the first daughter of the family, and so on. When a
rope is knotted, it is often called a prayer or the name of a particular
person or persons is said, and then the knot is blown. Sometimes, to
further the magic of the knot, the tied object was hidden in a place
such as a cemetery, a toilet, under a stone, a crack in the wall, etc., so
that it would be out of reach of others. This type of magic is more

used among women in Iran.
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