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Manifestations of Turkmen Folk Culture in Yurt Novel

Mohammad Dastpisheh!, Alireza Nabiloo*?, Farhad Tahmasbi?

Research background

No Yurt-based study of Turkmen folk culture has been presented thus
far. Of course, books and articles have been written in which folk
literature has been investigated. For example, Goli, in his book A
Survey of the Political and Social History of the Turkmen, outlines the
spiritual elements such as language and literature, instrumentation,
folk culture, and Turkmen mythology. Aman Qelich Shadmehr in the
book of Songs of Turkmen Women has dealt with the songs of
Turkmen mothers, women and girls, and their oral literature such as
hoodies, tulips, and mourning letters. Ghobadi in his article "Tulips in
the folklore of the Turkmen people” has considered tulips to express
individual feelings (girls and newlywed) of the social life conditions
governing the environment, and the attitude of individuals to the value
and normative system of the governing society.
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Objectives, questions, and assumptions

Zolfaghari has published a book on the popular language and
literature, popular culture into the material elements (tools, housing,
foods, clothing, jobs and livelihood), and the spiritual elements
(customs, religious, artistic, entertainment, folk literature, folk
language, and beliefs). Based on this division, we examine the causes
of forming these elements and their evolution in terms of time and
their role in the culture of this people, and compare it with smokeless
fire. Afterwards, we will show the role of these elements in advancing
the novel to answer the following questions.

1. What is the evolution of the prominent material and spiritual
manifestations of the folk culture of the Turkmen people in the novel?

2. What is the role and function of these elements?

3. What causes and factors have been effective in the form and
nature of these elements from the past to the present?

Main discussion

In Yurt, the material and spiritual elements are presented in an
integrated way with precise details in the course of events of the story.
The separation of these elements has been done in order to better
understand the reader of the article and analyze it. These elements,
which are influenced by the socio-cultural origin of this people, have
changed in the course of the novel for various reasons, the traces of
which we see in the whole work. These developments in the
traditional form of these elements such as housing, tools, clothing,
customs, etc. have been inevitable. The climatic colors of the work
along with these elements in shaping the elements of the novel such as
character and characterization, scene and staging, space, time and
place, and verisimilitude have all formed an effective novel and a
realistic style for the author. The novelist, with Turkmen words, and
the words of a climate that have an objective, tangible, and partial
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burden, has introduced folk culture of the people. By presenting this
lovely and historical novel, he has been able to attract the audience
with this indirect culture through visual prose. In fact, by writing Yurt,
the author has tried to transmit and protect this culture from
destruction over time.

In Yurt, the spiritual elements are presented in a more extensive
way. The socio-cultural traditions and customs are at the forefront of
these elements, which go back to the form of Turkmen life and its
collective identity, and preserve its indigenous and ethnic identity. In
the next stage, there are traditions that are consistent, like the clan
element, weddings, and others. The novelist's attention to spiritual
elements, especially ethnic customs, songs and oral literature, is not
random but cleverly chosen. The material elements complement the
spiritual elements and both serve the Turkmen socio-cultural identity
and identity-building.

Conclusion

The socio-cultural origin among various causes in terms of inclusion
in the emergence, formation, continuity, change, and transformation in
the material and spiritual elements of this nation is highly effective.
Causes and factors from within such as religion, language, and race
are distinct from the outside. The environment (climate), the nomadic
life form of the Turkmen nation, the livelihood and economy, life in
the unprotected desert, the tendency to centers of power, the readiness
to defend against invading tribes and being influenced by other tribes
are also significant. In the past, the primitive way of life, and the
nomads and useless wars have caused less attention to knowledge,
emergence, and spread of superstitions and cultural poverty in this
nation. The causes of the evolution of these elements in the present
age go back to the establishment of governments, forced housing, way
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of life, urbanization, the passage of time, literacy, and the change
mentality and communication.

Today, due to religious, linguistic and racial differences from other
Iranian ethnic nations, this ethnic nation has been able to maintain its
identity with material and spiritual elements, mainly within ethnic and
traditional aspects, along with its Iranian national identity, which is
one of the irreplaceable roles of these identity-building elements.
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