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Research background

In ancient times, an ordinary stone or a combination of several
stones was placed on top of the burial site to indicate the burial place
of the deceased. Due to the population growth and the expansion of
cemeteries, the name, surname, date of death, and relatives were
engraved on the tombstone to indicate the deceased quickly. Limited
studies have addressed the importance of epitaphs and keeping the
memory of the deceased alive through linguistic tools. Some
dissertations and several Iranian and non-Iranian studies were also
found. However, only a handful of linguistic research has been
conducted on epitaphs in Iran.

Objectives, questions, methodology

The importance of the present study is due to the reason that epitaphs
not only emphasize on the survivors' attitudes toward the deceased and
the death itself, but also express the changes in language usage as well
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as the attitudes towards death; therefore, the present article seeks to

find answers to the following questions:

-What linguistic information do Tabriz epitaphs contain?

-What macro and micro tools have been used in epitaphs?

-How is the identity of the deceased represented in epitaphs?

-Given the prevalence of corona disease over the past year, what has
changed in epitaphs?

The present study was a field research in terms of method and
obtaining the required data. The data (date of death 1941 to 2020)
were collected and then analyzed with a focus on the legibility of
epitaphs. Library and internet methods were used to collect the
research background. After photographing 915 epitaphs located in the
four graveyards of Tabriz (Sattar Khan, Malek, Maralan, and Wadi
Rahmat), the authors classified the inscriptions based on content
analysis. They examined them based on macro and micro tools. The
macro tools are related to society, history, and ideology
(Aghagolzadeh, 2007, p.18).

Discussion
Initially, the collected data, in terms of linguistic content (915), were
divided into four groups: epitaphs without poetry (221), Persian
epitaphs (470), Turkish epitaphs (9), and Persian-Turkish epitaphs
(215). The highest frequency was assigned to all Persian epitaphs
(51.36%) and the lowest frequency was assigned to Turkish epitaphs
(0.98%). The macro-level content analysis included identity, moral
message, and cause of death. The inscriptions contain various types of
identity, including the identity of the deceased, his relatives,
occupational, religious, and cultural identity.

The highest frequency of the deceased's role in the family was
related to the women's role and subdivisions in Persian (40.14%). The
lowest frequency was associated with the secondary role (0.45%). On
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the other hand, the highest frequency of the deceased's role in the
family in Turkish (5.04%) again was assigned to the women's role
(Anna) and the lowest frequency to the men's role (4.95%), in which,
as mentioned in the research background, women's identity depends
on the identity of men in the family (Clark, Johnson & Mathews,
2020). The highest frequency of job statements belonged to Persian
epitaphs (90.47%), and the lowest frequency belonged to Turkish
epitaphs (9.52%).

The authors also analyzed the content of the newly buried deceased
in Wadi Rahmat, but there was no mention of death due to illness
(Corona). In the pre-Corona epitaphs, one case of death due to cardiac
arrest was available. At the micro-level, the manuscripts were
examined in terms of time, metaphor, lexical synonyms & antonyms,
lexical and group ambiguity, omission and substitution, euphemism,
and exaggeration.

In some epitaphs, the metaphor was used twice or more to convey
concepts such as death, sorrow and pain, and leaving this earthly
world. The concept of death and separation has been conceptualized in
the form of an unpleasant taste, thereby making the abstract and
intangible concept of death tangible. Wherever there is a natural
language corpus, antonyms are inevitable, and in examining the
antonyms in a natural language text, one should consider both the
lexical considerations and the semantic criteria (Kolahdouz et al.,
2019). Although there is a clear contrast between death and life in the
epitaphs through the date of birth and death, antonym pairs are also
observed in the mourning poems. Lexical ambiguity, phrasal and
lexical ambiguity of specific names are also observed.

Conclusion
The results showed that Tabriz epitaphs represent macro concepts
such as identity and its subsets, including personal, occupational,
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kinship, cultural, and religious identities. This finding is in line with
other studies such as Mytum (1994), McGeer (2008), and Vajta (2017,
2020), which referred to such themes in epitaphs. Regarding the
language used in Tabriz epitaphs, the obtained results were in line
with the findings of Zandi et al. (2011) about Tehran and Ardabil
autographs and Reza Gholi Famian and Kolahdouz (2016) which
focused on the linguistic patterns used in Tabriz shopping centers,
because in both of these studies, the Turkish language had lesser
presence. According to the present study's findings, families are
cautious in choosing the text of the epitaphs and refrain from
mentioning the type of illness in the inscription to commemorate the
death of their beloved one and leave a lasting impression.
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Picture 5: Epitaph in Persian - Turkish
Picture 6: Epitaph without poem
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Table 2: The identity of deceased in epitaph
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Diagram 2: Frequency of mentioning and not mentioning the role of
deceased in family in epitaph
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Table 3: Occupation of the deceased, his/her spouse and children in

epitaph
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