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The Analysis of the Social Structure of Baluch Rituals
in Sarhadi Baluchi’s Proverbs Based on the Borawian
People-Oriented Approach

Hossein Shirkhani™, Ishaq Mirbaluchzaei?, Balal Rigi 3

Review of the Literature
There are some studies on the proverbs and anecdotes of the Baluchi

language, some of which are written by Dor Mohammad Kord (2010)
Sepahi and Mir Baluchzai (2013) Keshavarz (2015), and Rakhshani
(2004).

Regarding the analysis of proverbs, Jahandideh (2018) has dealt
with the semiotic analysis of those famous Baluchi proverbs in which
animals played a symbolic role. Porki (2021) has studied the
pathology of cultural issues of the Baluch people based on parables in
three parts: individual, family, and society. Outside Iran, we can refer
to the book Bethel, Gashten, Pejdanak O Ghent, written by Rashid
Khan (2010). This book analyzes the etymology and history of some
of the famous Baluchi proverbs in all areas of Baluchi dialect.
Loghman (2010) comparatively examines Baluchi and English
proverbs and has also written a brief introduction to the
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anthropological and linguistic function of the Baluchi proverbs in a
book entitled Bettel, The Rabidge of Benzene Fever.

Research method

In the present study, the authors have tried to analyze the social
structure and ritual codes of some of the Sarhadi Baluchi's proverbs
with the people-oriented approach of Michael Borawy; this is because
"by knowing and being familiar with proverbs, and recording them,
one can have access to a pure ethnic culture, which has its own social
structures and ancient values" (Rakhshani, 2004, pp. 2-4). The focus
of the present study is the "Sarhad" region of Baluchistan in Iran and
the "Sarhadi dialect” of the Baluchi language. The present article
follows field study through library research.

Theoretical foundations

Michael Borawy (born 1947) is an English sociologist best known for
his people-oriented approach to sociology. (Pellet, 2012, pp. 7-25). In
the people-oriented reading of sociology, people's lives and culture are
very important. "People-oriented sociology is one of the major
branches of sociology" (Borawy, 2004, p. 9). Avoidance of theorizing
and having a qualitative method are the main features of this
approach. It is in people-oriented sociological analysis that “dialogue
emerges” (Borawy, p. 4). This sociological approach, as Michael
Borawy himself puts it, "is closely related to those people who are
observable, intertwined, active, and local, and who are often not of the
same color as the general public." In fact, many people-oriented
sociologists fall into the category of organic people-oriented
sociologists ... There is a dialogue between the organic sociologist and
the people he studies, and a process of mutual education takes place
between them” (Borawy, 2015, p. 55).
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The important point in this scientific approach is that people-
oriented sociology does not seek to theorize society. Rather, it
distances itself from the macro-theories in order to reach out to the
general public and better understanding of folklore and behavioral
traditions. As Borawy argues "The goal of people-oriented sociology
is to place sociology in a dialogue with popular groups” (Borawy,
2004, p. 7). He also states that now is the time to "systematically
transfer our knowledge to those from whom we borrowed it." It is
time to relate the personal problems of individuals to public issues and
thus re-weave the moral foundation for sociology. The promise and of
course, the challenge of people-oriented sociology is that it is not a
denial of professional sociology, but a complement to it” (Borawi,
2015, p. 48).

According to the research findings, by demographic sociological
analysis, it is possible to study people and cultural phenomena,
including ethnic values and oral traditions, and to welcome cultural
transformations and the obsolescence of some traditions. Also, many
significant actions of the social structure of the Baluch people in the
form of folk traditions and value rituals such as asylum, court,
assistance, swearing, knife and shroud, hospitality, bread and salt, etc.
are prominent and can be categorized in Baluchi proverbs. In the
analysis of the social structures and structures of the studied parables,
the importance of social group, social laws and social biases can be
understood, and from the point of view of sociological analysis, the
social concepts of mobility, crisis, norm, deviation and control can be
mentioned in Baluchi parables.
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